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Noriaki Yamada
Chair, Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve Council / Mayor, Hakusan City

Mt. Hakusan is one of the world's largest snowfall regions and that snow supports prolific ecosystems, including the
alpine vegetation on the mountaintop and the extensive beech forests in the mountain foothill. People live in har-
mony with nature, as one can see through the example of the Gassho style houses and the belief system related to
Mt. Hakusan.

In recognition of factors such as nature environment and the body of research, the Mount Hakusan Biosphere Re-
serve was one of three areas first designated as Biosphere Reserves (BR) in Japan in 1980.

In January 2014, the Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve Council was established to lay the groundwork for BR
management and operation led by the local community, composed of the twelve members of the local governments
of seven municipalities and four prefectures and the Association for Conservation of Circum-Hakusan Area in Mt.
Hakusan and its surrounding area. Since then, the Council has held the second meeting of the Japanese Biosphere
Reserves Network (JBRN) among others, and has actively promoted activities sharing the BR initiatives in Japan.

In March 2016, the BR, including its transition areas, was newly extended. Getting off to a fresh start in this memo-
rable year, I believe that the promotion of exchange between practitioners in Asia's BRs, as the 2016 Official Devel-
opment Assistance Grants for UNESCO Activities, has not only mutually developed each BR's activities, it also fur-
ther deepened collaboration in the Circum-Hakusan area.

Moreover, working toward disseminating information on local initiatives and building a network worldwide, we also
visited the UNESCO headquarters and participated in the Asian regional workshop in 2016. Forging ahead, we will
enhance to protect and convey the values of Mt. Hakusan in various occasions and work to disseminate our commu-
nity-based activities both in Japan and the world in 2017, which marks an important milestone of 1,300 years since
Mt. Hakusan was developed for religious practice.

(©Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve Council
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Tsunao Watanabe
Director, Operating Unit Ishikawa/Kanazawa,
United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability

The Operating Unit Ishikawa/Kanazawa in the United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sus-
tainability (UNU-IAS OUIK) joined the Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve Council in August 2014, and has since
worked together to strengthen the Council's network in Japan and the world. The series of collaborations with the
Council bore fruit with the 2016 Official Development Assistance Grants for UNESCO Activities. This occasion has
brought unexpectedly great pleasure to our joint project implementation. The United Nations University (UNU) itself
learned many things through the implementation of this project, which also became a big turning point for the UNU-
IAS OUIK in its approach toward the conservation and utilization of biocultural diversity and building a sustainable
community based on it.

In October 2016, the First Asian Conference on Biocultural Diversity was jointly organized by UNESCO, Secretariat
of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Ishikawa Prefecture, Nanao City and UNU, which was the venue for the
formation of the 2016 Ishikawa Declaration on Biocultural Diversity. The Declaration incorporates the accomplish-
ments of our cooperation with the Council. Going forward, the UNU-IAS OUIK will continue cooperating with the
Council and provide support by directly publicizing and sharing the best practices of local communities from the
field and to the world.

RIS

Project Imprementation System
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Chapter 1: Project Background and
Goals

Launched in 1971 by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere
Programme (MAB) is an intergovernmental scientific
programme conducting scientific research which
began designating Biosphere Reserves (BRs, called
"UNESCO Eco-Parks" in Japan) in 1976. The BRs
aim to reconcile the conservation of biodiversity with
the sustainable use of biological resources in their
regions. As of March 2016, there are 669 BRs in
120 countries.
Although the BRs are nominated by national
governments, the programme has emphasized
scientific endeavors from the standpoint of
biodiversity conservation from its inception. Thus,
those who were previously involved in the World
Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR), which
encourages better collaboration and reciprocity
among the sites, were mostly researchers and
government officials, as for instance the affiliations
of the International Co-ordinating Council of the
MAB Programme (MAB-ICC) and even the
participants in regional network conventions were
limited, and resulted in the inadequate exchange of
site level issues.

However, the Seville Strategy and the Statutory
Framework of the World Network approved by the
UNESCO General Conference in 1995 proposed
among other things to (1) extend the scope of BR
transition areas to include a wide area suitable for
ecosystem management approaches, and (2) use the
BR to conduct demonstrations and studies of various
approaches to sustainable development at the
regional scale. The succeeding Madrid Action Plan
(2008-2013) clearly defined and included the role of
BRs as '"learning sites for local and regional
sustainable development.” Furthermore, in the MAB
Strategy 2015-2025 (approved by the 2015 UNESCO
General Conference) and the Lima Action Plan for
UNESCO's MAB Programme and its WNBR (2016-
2025) (Lima Action Plan, approved by the 4th World
Congress of Biosphere Reserves in March 2016), the
contribution of the BRs toward achieving the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs) was extolled,
and the role of local governments and others in the
field was brought to light.

For the past 20 years, the part played by local
communities in managing and operating the BRs has
been more widely acknowledged, and more attention
has been given to the actions of local practitioners in
reconciling biodiversity conservation and the use of
biological resources. In June 2016, an international
workshop was held at the Wakatobi BR, Indonesia as
a follow-up to the World Congress in March of the
same year. Mr. Shinsuke Nakamura of the Mount
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Hakusan BR Council Secretariat attended from Japan
and participated in discussions on the role of local
communities in implementing the Lima Action Plan.
The contribution of practitioners in BR activities is
expected to grow further globally, in light of the UN
SDGs and the underscored importance of local
community participation.

Considering this global trend and using their wealth
of experience in networking for Mount Hakusan BR,
the Mount Hakusan BR Council and the Operating
Unit Ishikawa/Kanazawa in the United Nations Uni-
versity Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustain-
ability (UNU-IAS OUIK) implemented this project to
facilitate mutual learning between Asia's BR
practitioners at the site level, with the aim of
building an Asian training platform for sustainable
development.

Chapter 2 : Fourth Meeting of Japanese
Biosphere Reserves Network

1. Introduction

The Fourth Meeting of Japanese Biosphere Reserves
Network (JBRN) was jointly hosted in the UNU
Headquarters (Shibuya, Tokyo) on July 25 and 26,
2016. MAB experts from three Asian countries
(Korea, Kazakhstan and Indonesia) were invited to
share their country's experiences and progress in
implementing the Lima Action Plan, as well as
discuss the challenges in management of Japan's BRs
under JBRN and related local awareness-raising
initiatives.

2. Overview
The International Symposium on July 25 opened
with remarks from the organizers and Mr. Kazuki

Fukuda (Deputy Secretary - General, Japanese
National Commission for UNESCO). Dr. Hiroyuki
Matsuda (Member, MAB Strategy Group/ Chair,
Japanese Coordinating Committee for MAB)
followed up with a talk on global trends, while Dr.
Do-Soon Cho (Chair, Korean MAB National
Committee /  Member, International  Advisory
Committee for Biosphere Reserves), Dr. Roman
Jashenko (Chair, Kazakhstan MAB National
Committee) and Dr. Hari Nugroho (Secretariat of the
Indonesian MAB National Committee) gave
presentations on the situation in their countries. The
discussion under the theme of "Implementation of
Lima Action Plan in Asia" centered on the potentials
and issues of BR management and operations, and
moved forward with exchanges with stakeholders
from Japan's BRs.

Thereafter, the plenary meeting and subcommittee
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meetings to discuss Japanese BR activities were held
on July 26. The first subcommittee meeting (Chair :
Dr. Takeharu  Shumiya/ Member, Japanese
Coordinating Committee for MAB) discussed BR
management with the aim of reconciling nature
conservation and sustainable community building,
while the second subcommittee meeting (Chair : Dr.
Nobuhiko Wakamatsu / Member, Japanese
Coordinating Committee for MAB) discussed how to
raise awareness for multi-stakeholder involvement
focusing on local residents. At the plenary meeting,
the contents of the two subcommittee meetings were
presented and a common agenda for the JBRN was
identified.

After the JBRN Meeting, Dr. Roman Jashenko
visited the Minami Alps BR from July 27 to 29 to
observe actual multi-stakeholder involvement and site
-level management and operations.

3. Accomplishments

Minternational Symposium

Going by the global trends based on the MAB
Strategy and Lima Action Plan, Dr. Matsuda showed
that the BR approach has shifted from nature
conservation to training people who can protect
nature and emphasizing culture with equal
importance. Dr. Cho spoke of the establishment of
the MAB Strategy unique to Korea, Dr. Jashenko
discussed Kazakhstan's nature conservation policies
and their BR management organization, and Dr.
Nugroho introduced collaboration with university and
practical initiatives with private sector.

At the following discussion, the dialogues brought
out the common issue of participation by local
residents in the management and operation of the BR
including its transition areas. On the other hand,
Japan's community-led BR practices, including those
led by the local governments, were shown as a
promising model for the world. Stressing the
importance of developing and sharing best practices,
a plan for collecting model practices in the Asian
region was also proposed.

BPlenary and Subcommittee Meetings

The subcommittee meeting #1 identified the
difference in BR management under one or multiple
municipalities. Although the lack of manpower is a
drawback for a single municipality, they can move
easily as well, and an approach that overcomes this
shortcoming by collaborating with universities and
other dedicated institutions was presented. In contrast
for multiple municipalities, it was shown that
consensus building incurs time and labor costs. At
the subcommittee meeting #2, current initiatives for
raising awareness of the BRs were shared, and the
importance of educating children in particular was
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brought up as a common issue.

At the plenary meeting, the performance indicators
conforming to the 10-year periodic reports were
discussed, and feedback on the necessity of national
involvement and support for raising awareness and
the performance evaluation were received. Field
practices from the BRs that were considered good
were also presented.

4. Summary
The joint hosting of the Fourth Meeting of JBRN

helped build a platform for exchange among the BR
sites in Japan and the Asian region. The Asian
experts commended the active involvement of local
governments in Japan as a model for others, and the
meeting became a venue for sharing Japan's
community-led approach to the Asian region toward
implementing the Lima Action Plan in the future.
However, the bottom-up approach of Japan's BR
sites need further progress in raising awareness of
the sites and public involvement in management and
operations, and based on the practices from each
country, the need for a support system at the national
level was also identified. Through the exchange of
ideas between Asian BRs at this meeting, the new
roles the BRs should play and the common agenda
and issues that need to be addressed in the future
were brought to light, which laid the groundwork for
discussions with field practitioners.

Chapter 3 : Field Training Course for
Asian BR Site Practitioners

1. Introduction

The Lima Action Plan specifies the role of the BRs
to include building an open and participatory BR
management and implementation system which
considers the local practices and indigenous culture,
as well as improving sustained communication
between BR practitioners and stakeholders of each
BR site. This training course provided a venue for
Asia's BR practitioners to promote the development
of educational materials for BR management and
exchange practices and approaches at the site level
for sustainable community development utilizing
scientific ~ knowledge, and encouraged their

discussions toward establishing an Asian training
platform.
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2. Overview

Six Asian BR practitioners (one each from Bhutan,
Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Thailand and
Vietnam) were invited to the training conducted from
October 23 to 29. The training course was broadly
divided into two parts. The first half from October
23 to 26 was in Gifu Prefecture (Gujo City,
Takayama City and Shirakawa Village) and Toyama
Prefecture (Nanto City), with field training conducted
by local people acting as instructors and lectures on
management and operations. In the second half from
October 27 to 29, the trainees participated in the
First Asian Conference on Biocultural Diversity held
in Nanao City, Ishikawa Prefecture. They organized
the thematic meeting discussing the BRs and made
poster presentations introducing their country's BR
initiatives. Dr. Flavia Schlegel (UNESCO Assistant
Director-General for Natural Sciences), who was
invited to the Conference, also visited the Mount
Hakusan BR from October 24 to 26 and attended
parts of the training course.

3. Accomplishments

The combination of lectures and field studies was
well received by the trainees, and led to deeper
understanding of not only the management of the
Mount Hakusan BR but also the wisdom of local
communities. It was an opportunity for the trainees
to meet the people living and working at the Mount
Hakusan BR, and to experience how the people cope
in their daily lives, their consideration for nature,
pride for work and belief, among others. One trainee
said that it was an eye-opening experience. Through
interactions with the local people, they also became
aware of the challenges facing modern Japan's rural
mountain villages such as population decline and
securing employment for the young. At the same
time, they also gained a deeper appreciation of the
strong bonds within the community, which protect
their indigenous culture and develop it into tourism.
Through  observing the community's  small
hydroelectric power plant, buckwheat noodle making
and sake brewery, for example, they were also able
to appreciate how the people involved in local
production and economic activities treasure the
bounties of Mt. Hakusan and are conscious of its
value in their daily lives.

Participating in the training course, Dr. Schlegel had
informal talks with the mayors of Hakusan City,
Katsuyama City, Shirakawa Village and Nanto City,
and showed high regard for the collaborative
management of the seven cities and villages. On the
other hand, she repeatedly expressed the need for
branding local products using UNESCO and BR
logos. The trainees also proposed sister relations and
partnerships among older generation BRs to share the
lessons and management know-how of Mt. Hakusan
BR, and requested for a presentation of its practices
at the 11th Southeast Asia Biosphere Reserves
Network Meeting (to be held in Thailand).

At the thematic meeting of the First Asian
Conference on Biocultural Diversity, the participants
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were divided into two groups and presented slides on
what they learned in Itoshiro, Shokawa, Shirakawa
Village and other places, and how they plan to make
use of what they learned at the training in their own
countries. Also, for community-led efforts in BRs
other than Mt. Hakusan, Mr. Satoru Nishide of the
Mount Odaigahara, Mount Omine and Osugidani BR
shared deer damage prevention and logo use, while
Mr. Nobuki Kawano of the Aya BR shared long-
term reforestation and other practices in Aya Town.
Both of them indicated that this event's talks led to
them to see their own communities with fresh eyes
and that they look forward to more international
interactions at various levels.

The key accomplishments of the training course are
incorporated in the 2016 Ishikawa Declaration on
Biocultural Diversity adopted at this Conference,
which advocates the importance of mutual learning
between BRs and other international designation
programs and states the need for building the
capacity of human resources at the site level.

4. Summary
This training course allowed practitioners from Asia's

BRs to give attention to the problems and challenges,
and share the need for activities led by local people.
At the same time, the trainees gained deeper
understanding of communities in Mt. Hakusan and
its surrounding area with the selection of instructors
familiar with local nature and culture, and the use of
an English-Japanese booklet as a training material to
describe local nature, culture and practices. This
showed the importance of organizing the
community's field training skills through the process
of creating the training course. The training does not
end here, as it is also essential that the trainees are
made aware of how to make full use of it by
organizing similar training themselves and extending
their networks after returning to their home countries.
Considering the two points given above, the basic
principle for this training course is to compel action
from the trainees while achieving outcomes for the
community as well. Enriching the practical
experience and knowledge in the Asian region by
mutual learning from each country's BR practices
will continue to be necessary in the future.

Chapter 4 : Overall Accomplishments and
Future Challenges

For this project, BR experts from three Asian
countries were invited to share their country's
experiences and progress with the Lima Action Plan
under the new MAB Strategy and learn of the
practices in Japan. Moreover, a training course for
BR practitioners from six Asian countries was
conducted using the Mount Hakusan BR for field
work. These activities showed the differences
between practices in the Asian region and the
Japanese BRs, and revealed that cultivating a better
understanding from the local people is a common
concern. It also confirmed that continuing to share
information through such a platform leads to
concrete initiatives.
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The training course generated a lot of interest not
only on nature conservation and the heritage of
indigenous culture but also on economic means to
utilize natural resources. To collectively enhance BR
practices in the Asian region, there is a need to raise
the visibility of local initiatives that were cultivated
in Japan over the years. However, most of the
responsibilities for the activities conducted in Japan's
BRs are left to the local governments with limited
manpower, which generally makes it difficult to
publicly  disseminate  information in  foreign
languages. The success of this project confirmed that
providing communication tools in both English and
Japanese and enhancing programs that improve the
language skills of local human resources are effective
approaches toward achieving a new MAB Strategy.
We have great expectations of support at the national
level to such approaches in the future.

After the UN's Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) were set as part of the 2030 agenda for
sustainable development, the BRs were identified in
the MAB Strategy and Lima Action Plan as field
sites toward achieving these goals. The key to
achieving the SDGs is the constant sharing of
practices and approaches at the BR level and
continuing international dialogue. This project's
achievements are aligned with such directions of the
international community, and it can be promoted
globally as an example of how the local sites in
mountain villages in Japan, a Council member
country of the UNESCO MAB Programme, visibly
contribute to UNESCO activities.

Through the project, practical ideas for the Asian
region were shared and policies that enhance the BR
activities were explored in friendly competition. The
next steps forward are already being conceived :
Through the Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA), a request came from Vietnam's BR, whose
practitioner participated in this training course, for an
observation tour of the Mount Hakusan BR. The
delegates are scheduled to visit in May 2017. In this
manner, this project's goal of platform building is
steadily materializing with immediate outcomes.

With this project acting as a precedent for others, we
hope that Japan's BR sites will continue to be
utilized for international exchange and learning at the
field level, in order to contribute with actions toward
achieving the principles of the MAB Programme at
the global level.

5E  Photo: UNU-IAS OUIK
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Dr. Hiroyuki
Matsuda

Date : Monday, 25 to Tuesday, 26 July 2016

Venue : United Nations University Headquarters
[Tokyo, JAPAN] (Partly held in Global
Environment Outreach Center (GEOC))

Program :
Monday, 25 July
10:00-11:30 Staff Room, 5" Floor
Preliminary consultation [Only for aspiring biosphere
reserves]
13:00-14: 00 Elizabeth Rose Conference Hall, 5" Floor
General Assembly of JBRN [Only for JBRN members
and guests] :
14:30-17 : 30 Elizabeth Rose Conference Hall, 5" Floor
International Symposium (with simultaneous
interpretation) [Public open]
MC: Ms. Mikiko Nagai (Office Manager, Operating Unit Ishikawa/
Kanazawa, United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of

Sustainability)
18:00-20: 00 Banquet Lounge, 5" Floor

| Tuesday, 26 July |
09:00-09:45 Seminar Space of GEOC
Executive Board Meeting of JBRN [Member Only]
10:00-12:30 Parallel Workshops (in Japanese)
Workshop 1 “Considering management of biosphere
reserves” Chair : Mr. Takeharu Shumiya, Committee Room 2
Workshop 2 “Considering public awareness inside the
biosphere reserves” Chair: Dr Nobuhiko Wakamatsu,
Committee Room 3
12:30-14:00 Lunch
14:00-15:00 Plenary Session (in Japanese)
Committee Rooms 2 & 3 (Jointed)
Moderator : Dr. Yoshihiko lida (Research Associate, Operating Unit
Ishikawa/Kanazawa, United Nations University Institute for the Advanced

Study of Sustainability)
14:00 Report of Workshop 1
14:10 Report of Workshop 2
14:20 Discussion
15:00 Closing

Dr. Do-Soon Cho

Mr. Takeharu
Shumiya

Dr. Roman
Jashenko

Nugroho

Dr. Nobuhiko Dr. Yoshihiko
Wakamatsu lida
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4th Meeting of Japanese Biosphere Reserves Network

Involving multi-stakeholders for biocultural diversity: Asian Biosphere Reserves

Date: 14:30 pm, 25July 2016 (venue is open from 14:00)
Venue: Elizabeth Rose Hall, 5F, United Nations University Headquarters
Organizers: Japanese Biosphere Reserves Network (JBRN)
Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve Council
Operating Unit Ishikawa/Kanazawa (OUIK),
United Nations University, Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability
Patronage: Japanese Coordinating Committee for MAB
Supporter: Global Environment Outreach Center (GEOC)
* Part of this event is financially supported by (FY 2016) Official Development Assistance Grants for
UNESCO Activities” Mutual learning platform for Asian local practitioners of UNESCO’ s Man and the

Biosphere (MAB) Programme” from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT).

Aim:

To achieve the local sustainable development in harmony with nature, perspectives such as

the conservation of biodiversity, succession of cultural diversity, and social and economic
development is important. Toward this goal, involvement of multi stakeholders is essential.

This symposium will seek for a model case of sustainable development in Asia, reconfirming

the significance and potential of UNESCO' s MAB Programme, and regarding the implementation
of Lima Action Plan 2016-2025 adopted in March 2016 for the next 10 years.

Additionally, we will exchange ideas for the management toward the local sustainable development
in harmony with nature, and the involvement of multi stakeholders especially focusing on local
residents regarding the Japanese biosphere reserve’ s case.

I e

Program of the International Symposium
(English-Japanese Simultaneous translation will be provided)

14:30 Opening Remarks

14:45

15:15

15:35

15:50
16:05
16:25

17:25

Mr. Yoshitaka Takefushi

(Chair, Japanese Biosphere Reserves Network

Chair, Shiga Highland Biosphere Reserve Council / Mayor, Yamanouchi Town)

Mr. Tsunao Watanabe

(Director, Operating Unit Ishikawa/Kanazawa, United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability)
Mr. Kazuki Fukuda

(Deputy Secretary-General, Japanese National Commission for UNESCO

Director for International Strategic Planning, Office for the Director-General for International Affairs

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)

Dr. Himguki Matsuda (Member, MAB Strategy Group / Chair, Japanese Coordinating Committee for MAB)
“ MAB Strategy and Lima Action Plan”

Dr. Do-Soon Cho
(Chair, Korean MAB National Committee / Member, International Advisory Committee for Biosphere Reserves)
“ Implementation of Lima Action Plan in Republic of Korea”

Dr. Roman Jashenko
(Chair, Kazakhstan MAB National Committee) “ Implementation of Lima Action Plan in Kazakhstan”

Dr. Hari Nugroho (Secretariat of the Indonesian MAB National Committee) “ Implementation of Lima Action Plan in Indonesia”
Break

Discussion “ Implementation of Lima Action Plan in Asia”

Moderator: Mr. Tsunao Watanabe

(Director, Operating Unit Ishikawa/Kanazawa, United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability)
Closing Remarks

Mr. Noriaki Yamada
(Chair, Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve Council / Mayor, Hakusan City)

17:30 Closing
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d
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Photo: provided by Japanese BRs
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Summary of discussion

- BRs are the sites for practicing regional revitalization

and expected to contribute to the National
Biodiversity Strategy of Japan and the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

- The Lima Action Plan specifies the entities with

prime responsibility for implementation and time
range for completion to create social models for
regional development and human resources
development. It also emphasizes the networks of
mutual learning on participatory approaches and
interdisciplinary knowledge acquired at each BR. In
Japan, collaborations with other organizations such as
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
are considered to be promising.

- In the Republic of Korea, the MAB Strategy and

Action Plan was formulated at the national level in
2015, based on the opinions of parties involved with
BRs, experts in Korea and the MAB National
Committees in other countries. The country aims at
the development of specialized human resources and
effective  public awareness campaigns as a
responsibility of the government. The country doesn't
have a regional network like Japan, but it is drawing
up guidelines on the management and operation of
BRs.

- In Kazakhstan, the legislation regarding nature

protected areas needs to be revised to clarify the
selection criteria for BRs. Due to the difficulties in
law enforcement of the management of transition
areas where diverse players are involved, the country
is aiming at entitling the MAB National Committee a
new coordinating responsibility and setting up a
special management committee in the transition
areas.

+ In Indonesia, the core areas are protected as national

parks, however, in the transition areas there are
challenges such as the land use of private land, and
illegal hunting and logging associated with human
settlements. By the collaboration between universities
and residents, a program was launched to earn
economic benefits from biological resources with less
environmental impact.

+ The roles of local municipalities in the operation of

BRs are gathering even international attentions. In
Japan, it is necessary to solve the lack of
understanding of BRs among residents, integrate
existing activities into management and operational
plans, and provide experts' support and financial
support for environmental education and human
resource development as a step to enhance the
activities in harmony with the concept of BRs.

- In terms of the management and operation led by

municipalities, several issues were pointed out: (1)
Lack of manpower ; (2) Lack of financial resources ;
(3) Lack of hubs and scientific information; (4)
Aging population ; and (5) Balancing protection and
utilization. The initiatives that are considered to be
necessary in the future are, for example,
collaborations with universities and education for
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municipal employees.

+ Printed materials and websites are utilized in public

awareness campaigns. For the internal campaign,
briefing sessions and workshops are held. For the
external campaign, collaborations with transportation
facilities and travel agencies are promoted. In the
future, it will be necessary to publicize the local
residents' activities and provide learning opportunities
to children, not only sending out information.

+ Setting numerical goals for regular decennial

reporting is necessary. The existing cases of good
practice and potential efforts in BRs mentioned
were : accumulation of academic researches ;
development of teaching materials; activities by
civil society ;  collaboration with UNESCO
Associated Schools and the UNESCO Associations ;
regular dialogues with municipalities in BRs ; setting
up designated departments; and international

exchange. An active support by the national
government on JBRN was also emphasized.
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7H26H (K) 26 July, Tue
KH HEN LTIV T AT~ Move from Shinjuku to Minami Alps
&) City Office
7H2TH (k) 27 July, Wed
Rl AM
o HEINEGEE (7 VT ALARD ® Ashiyasu Mountain Center (Minami
TN — 7 ST Alps BR Management Office)
o [T IVT A BRREEFHEIT ® Minami Alps Ranger Office for Nature
Conservation
Ttk PM
® NPO EANHZET S oFlp (BEE ® Non-Profit Organization Kai Kemono
XF55) Syachu (measurements for wild animal
o FTINVTAWEA MRZE disease)
o LS ® Mayor of Minami Alps City at Mayor's
Office

® Excursion in the city

7 H28H (k) 28 July, Thu

FET FERTHEHAIL Ly Y VR AM Japanese azalea (Rhododendron
HHIZEN (NPO 3 A H AR 2 japonicum) community, guided by
) Non-Profit Organiation Amariyama

g Ak 2 MY - BHIN TSR K Club, Amariyama in Nirasaki City
KIS RF (RBATHIR) PM Suntory Minami Alps Hakushu

Water Plant in Hokuto City
(transition area)

."'—'l"ﬂ &'I‘ Hn"‘ ﬁfl'.

M T
"=
'}

7H29H (&) 29 July, Fri
ART BN (R i AM Akasawa shuku, in Hayakawa

TETERAT HUX ) Town  ( Important  Preservation
T wEIRE D B HZEEA ) District for Group of Traditional

Buildings)

PM Move from Ryuo town to Narita
Airport

BE 7V TALRAITLIN— ks
Photo : Minami-Alps Biosphere Reserve Council
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On-the-field Workshop for Asian Biosphere Reserves' Local Practitioners
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"Involving local people in biosphere reserves"
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Introduction :

Biosphere reserves (BR) are areas where the ecosystem
conservation and its sustainable use are carried out in
harmony. BRs are designated under UNESCO’s Man and
the Biosphere (MAB) Programme since 1976 and as of
March 2016, there are 669 BRs in 120 countries, of which
142 BRs are in Asia and the Pacific region.

In 2015, the General Conference of UNESCO has
endorsed the new “MAB Strategy 2015-2025", followed by
the “Lima Action Plan for UNESCO’s Man and the
Biosphere (MAB) Programme and its World Network of
Biosphere Reserves (2016-2025)” endorsed by the 4 th
World Congress of Biosphere Reserves held in Lima, Peru
in March 2016. The strategy and the action plan have
emphasized the contribution of BRs toward the Sustainable
Development Goals and especially the role of local
initiatives.

To follow up the action plan, UNESCO Office, Jakarta,
the Regional Science Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, has
organized the International Workshop “The Role of Local
Governments in Implementing the Lima Action Plan for
Biosphere Reserves” held in Wakatobi, Indonesia in June
2016, which concluded with the “ Wakatobi
Recommendations to MAB-ICC for Strengthening the
Roles of Local Governments in Implementing the Lima
Action Plan”.

Regarding the importance of local initiatives, Mount
Hakusan Biosphere Reserve Council, in collaboration with
the United Nations University Institute for the Advanced
Study of Sustainability, Operating Unit Ishikawa/Kanazawa
(UNU-IAS OUIK) is carrying out the project “Mutua
learning platform for Asian local practitioners of UNESCO’s
Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme” in 2016. This
project, which is financially supported by the (FY 2016)
Official Development Assistance Grants for UNESCO
Activities from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT), Japan, aims to create a
learning platform through the interrelation of local
practitioners in BR sites to achieve sustainable
development in Asia.

Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve is an area where the
local people have lived with deep gratitude to Mount
Hakusan, conserving and sustainably using the blessings of
this mountain, which should be a very good example of the
harmony between conservation and use. In order to share
its experiences, UNU-IAS OUIK, in collaboration with
Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve Council has published
a booklet “Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve : Creating a
new path for communities and nature” as a part of this
project. As a follow up, we will hold the On-the-field
Workshop  for  Asian  Biosphere Reserves’ Local
Practitioners “Involving local people in biosphere reserves.”

This workshop will offer an opportunity to bring together
the Asian BR local practitioners and various local people of
Mount Hakusan BR carrying out many activities on-the—
field. From this new relation, we will discuss what kind of
experience Mount Hakusan could share with Asian BRs.
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Aim:

- For the Asian Biosphere Reserves’ (BR) local
practitioners to communicate with local people of
Mount Hakusan BR on the field, in order to achieve
local involvement in each BR sites

— For the local people of Mount Hakusan BR to
communicate with BR stakeholders from overseas, in
order to review their activities and continue them in a
sustainable way

Organizers :

Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve Council
Operating Unit Ishikawa/Kanazawa (OUIK), United Nations
University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability
* Financially supported by (FY 2016) Official Development
Assistance Grants for UNESCO Activities from the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT).
Date: Sunday, 23 to Saturday, 29 October 2016
Place: Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve, Japan
(Gujo City, Takayama City, Shirakawa Village, Nanto
City) *Partly take place in Nanao City

Invited Countries :

- Kingdom of Bhutan

- Republic of Indonesia

- Republic of Kazakhstan

- Mongolia

- Kingdom of Thailand

- Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

Outline :

Part 1 On-the-field workshop focusing on local
involvement (24-26 Oct, Mount Hakusan BR)
< Lectures on management and activities of Mount
Hakusan BR
< Collaborative activities with local people
Discussion on outcomes of Part 1 and preparation of oral
presentation in Part 2
Part 2 Join the 1% Asian Conference on Biocultural
Diversity(ACBCD) (27-28 Oct, Nanao City)
< Oral presentation on the outcomes of Part 1, jointly

with other participants

i) N , i <= Poster presentation introducing each participant’s
= BMEWMALAANDLAAILIN— 7 2 fANT %K biosphere reserves

Ay =5

£h1% :  Participants :
Eg Title 1xZX3AIaN-7% i) 1=
Country Full Name Concerned BR Affiliation Position
Phenden Nature Recreation and Ecotourism Division, | Senior Forest Range
Bhutan Mr. Gvamtsho Department of Forests and Park Services, Ministry of | Officer (National MAB
y Agriculture and Forests Focal Person)
1. Management Coordination Forum of Taka| 1. Vice Chairman
Indonesia |Mr. |Jusman -[I-(ikilaBuc:;eézlt: ér BR Bonerate - Kepulauan Selayar BR
P y 2. Taka Bonerate National Park 2. Director
Kazakhstan | Ms Madina Altyn Emel BR Scientific department, Altyn Emel BR Head
- | Salmenova (aspiring) P » Ally

: : Protected Areas Administration Department, Ministry : )

Mongolia Mr. | Gal Chinbat of Environment and Tourism, Mongolia Senior Officer
Wimonmart International Cooperation and Public Relation
Thailand Ms. Nuipakdee Mae Sa-Kog Ma BR | Division, Department of National Parks, Wildlife and | Head
P Plant Conservation

Vietnam Mr. | Ton That Minh Langbiang BR I\_/?G?t%gﬁng Biosphere Reserve, Lamdong province, Secretariat Member
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L T B R ES
e 09:20~10:10| (5#) B. HiI~@Il  xgdh. KFLLEEY
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13:30~15: 00 | Eff=5E : ARt HADRE 3BEEE (LR
*Sessionb5 FEIE
15:00~15:30 | KX Z—a7 &1 L HAOE 1BEFRTA T (LRH)
% 15:30~17: 00 | Eff =% © oRtS »HZDRE (ERE™)
& 18:30~20: 00 | £MERLD YRS 7BC % : AlBRBER
—~ " (E=pl=] RFIWTIVT 7—7 L EEBME
2 HE/NZ A LA AR
£ [10/28 R EARAH
S | (&) |09:30~12:30 | ERAH 2H4S HAOR 1 ERE (tEMH)
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Agenda

Day Time Subject Venue / Place Meals
23-Oct De%ﬁgﬁtsson Arrival Chubu Centrair International Airport Lunch : on your own
Sun Overnight Stay overnight Comfort Hotel Central International Airport Dinner : on your own
Room with bed / with bathroom / sole use
24-Oct Egttagkffggt. included in
Mon 08:30-10:30 | (Move by car)
11:00-12:00 | % Session 1 Opening Shirotori Fureai Sohzohkan (Shirotori Area)
12:15-17:00 | On-the-field A. ltoshiro Settlement (Shirotori Area) A. Lunch
including lunch Local community activities
Hakusan Chukyo Shrine (mountain worship)
% B. Shokawa Area (Shokawa Area) B. Lunch
p Shinuchi-tei (traditional soba noodle cooking)
g Wetland plants conserved by local residents
§ 18:00-20 : 00 |Dinner with local people | A. Fujiya Ryokan Inn (Shirotori Area) ﬁég”ggr: included in
‘g & Stay overnight Japanese styled room / public bath / sole use
2 B. Tabino Hotel Ginka (Shokawa Area) B. Dinner: included in
'CE,_ Room with bed / public bath / sole use
e :incl in
é 25.Oct E;?;kff::t included
g Tue 08:30-10:10 | (Move by car) A. ltoshiro - Shokawa - Shirakawa
) 08:30-09:15 | On-the-field B. Shokawa Area (Shokawa Area)
-,"T_’ Raising the 2 nd generation of Shokawa cherry
2 09:20-10:10 | (Move by car) B. Shokawa - Shirakawa *:Stop off at hotel
s 10:30-12:00 | % Session 2 Lecture Shirakawa Village Office (Shirakawago Area)
9 12:15-13:15 |Lunch Roadside Station Shirakawago Lunch
E 13:30-17 :00 | On-the-field Traditional houses using natural resources
o TOYOTA Shirakawa-go Eco-Institute
(ecotourism)
18:00-20 : 00 | Dinner with local people | Tousukenoyu Fujiya (Shirakawago Area) Dinner : included in hotel fee
& Stay overnight Japanese styled room / public bath / shared
26-Oct Egta;kffgst: included in
Wed 09 :00-09 : 40 | (Move by car)
10:00-12:00 | % Session 3 Dicussion Gokayama Youth Travel Village (Gokayama Area)
12:00-13:30 | Lunch (lunch box) Gokayama Youth Travel Village (Gokayama Area) |Lunch
13:30-16 : 30 | *Session 4 Preparing presentations | Gokayama Youth Travel Village (Gokayama Area)
18:00-20 : 00 | Dinner with WS participants | Gokayama Youth Travel Village (Gokayama Area) | Dinner : included in hotel fee
& Stay overnight Japanese styled room / public bath / shared
57.0ct Egte;kffggt: included in
Thu 07 :00-09:00 | (Move by car) % Stop off at hotel
09:30-10:10 | Conference : Opening 1 stFloor H6-oh, Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City)
10:30-12:00 | Conference : Parallel Session | Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City)
12:00-13:00 | Lunch (lunch box) Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City) Lunch
> 13:00-13:30 | Poster Session Core Time | 1 stFloor Foyer, Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City)
(&) 13:30-15:00 | Conference : Parallel Session | 3 rdFloor H6to, Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City)
8 % Session 5 Presentation
§ 15:00-15:30 |Poster Session Core Time | 1 stFloor Foyer, Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City)
< 15:30-17 : 00 | Conference : Parallel Session | Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City)
§ 18:30-20:00 | Dinner with WS participants | TBC ag]l?uesra:n oéfsred by
g Overnight Stay overnight Hotel Alpha-one Notowakura
g Room with bed / with bathroom / sole use
; 28-Oct Eé({,\;kgggt: included in
g Fri 09 :30-12:30 |Conference : Plenary Session | 1 stFloor H6-oh, Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City)
'S 12:30-14:00 |Lunch Free Lunch : on your own
© 14:00-15:00 | Conference : Plenary Session | 1 stFloor H6-oh, Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City)
2 15:30-16:30 | % Session 6 Closing Kagaya Hotel (Nanao City)
§ 16 :50-17 : 30 | Conference : Closing 1 stFloor H6-oh, Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City)
m 18:00-19:30 |Conference : Reception |1 stFloor Dekayama, Aenokaze Hotel (Nanao City) | Dinner : free of charge
o Overnight Stay overnight Hotel Alpha-one Notowakura
5 Room with bed / with bathroom / sole use
29-Oct Eg(tagkffggt: included in
Sat 09 :30-11:00 | (Move by car)
11:00-12:30 |Lunch Kanazawa Station (Kanazawa City) Lunch : on your own
12:30-13:30 | (Move by car)
De%ﬁgr?tss on Departure Komatsu Airport
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The Booklet on Mount Hakusan
BR published by UNU-IAS
OUIK was used as learning
material in the workshop

Flavia Schlegel ;' (UNESCO ADG/SC) |2 & % Z#:# (HH  Photo: UNU-IAS OUIK)



20

Sessions

Session 1 Opening Oct-24, Mon. 11 : 00-12: 00 Shirotori Fureai Sohzohkan

MC : Mr. Kazuya lwamoto (Shirakawa Village), Interpreter : Ms. Yukari Kimura
Opening Mr. Satoru Nakada (Gener.al Manager, 5 min consecytive interpretation from Japanese
remarks Mount Hakusan BR Council) to English
Greeting Mr. Mishima gDirector, Office of the 5 min consecptive interpretation from Japanese
Remarks Mayor, Gujo City) to English
Opening Ms. Flavia Schlegel (ADG/SC, 5 min consecutive interpretation from English to
remarks UNESCO) Japanese
Self - . consecutive interpretation between
introduction All of the participants 20 min English and Japanesz
Brief ] Mr.  Shinsuke Nlakamura (Mount  Brief of Mount Hakusan and the 20 min  English only, with slides
Introduction Hakusan BR Council) workshop ’
Group photo  All of the participants 5 min

Session 2 Lecture Oct-25, Tue. 10:30-12: 00 Shirakawa Village Office
MC : Mr. Kazuya lwamoto (Shirakawa Village), Interpreter : Ms. Yukari Kimura
Mr. Shinsuke Nakamura (Mount Management and key players of Mount . . . .
Lecture 1 Hakusan BR Council) Hakusan BR 20 min  English only, with slides
Mr. Yoshiharu Shima (Association for Conservation initiatives by private sectors consecutive interpretation from Japanese
Lecture 2 Conservation of  Circum - Hakusan Y P 30 min . interp P
Area) and local people to English, with slides
Lecture 3 Dr. Yoshihiko lida (UNU-IAS OUIK) Mutual Learning through Mount Hakusan 5 iy £ngiish only, with slides
BR Booklet
. consecutive interpretation between
Q&A 20 min English and Japanese
Session 3 Discussion Oct-26, Wed 10:00-12: 00 Gokayama Youth Travel Village
Moderator : Mr. Shinsuke Nakamura (Mount Hakusan BR Council)
Discussion All of the participants Impressions so far and useful things for 120 min English only
your own country or BR
Session 4 Preparing Presentation Oct-26, Wed 13:30-16: 30 Gokayama Youth Travel Village
Moderator : Mr. Shinsuke Nakamura (Mount Hakusan BR Council)
Making the presentation slides for the
next day
Preparing All of the participants 1. What you did, what you saw, and who
Presentation  (divided into 2 groups) was doing what, in Mount Hakusan 180 min English only
group 2. What you learned, what you could
bring back, what you can use in your
own country or BR
Session 5 Presentation Oct-27, Thu 13:30-15: 00 Aenokaze Hotel
Moderator : Dr. Masahito Yoshida (Tsukuba Univ.)
Session theme : Involving local people in Biosphere Reserves
) Involving local people in Asian biosphere simultaneous interpretation  between
Presentation 1 Mr. ~Shinsuke  Nakamura  (Mount reserves : From the case study of Mount 15 min English and Japanese, with slides,
Hakusan BR) . h ; :
Hakusan Biosphere Reserve including 3 min. Q&A
Phenden Gyamtsho, Madina Re_port 1 gn On-the-field Worlfshop for simultaneous interpretation between
) : ) Asian  Biosphere  Reserves Local . ) . A
Presentation 2 Salmenova, Wimonmart Nuipakdee - ; 15 min English and Japanese, with slides,
Practitioners in Mount Hakusan . ’ ;
(GroupA) . including 3 min. Q&A
Biosphere Reserve
Report 2 on On-the-field Workshop for simultaneous  interpretation  between
. Jusman, Gal Chinbat, Ton That Minh  Asian  Biosphere  Reserves' Local ) ] p ) .
Presentation 3 - . 15 min English and Japanese, with slides,
(Group B) Practitioners in Mount Hakusan . ; ;
. including 3 min. Q&A
Biosphere Reserve
Mr. Satoru Nishide ( Mount What the Mount Odaigaharam Mount simultaneous interpretation  between
Presentation 4 Odaigahara, Mount Omine and Omine & Osugidani Biosphere Reserve 15 min English and Japanese, with slides,
Osugidani BR) links including 3 min. Q&A
Utilization of the ecosystem services in simultaneous  interpretation  between
Presentation 5 Mr. Nobuki Kawano (Aya BR) y 15 min English and Japanese, with slides,
the past half-century of Aya town . . ’
including 3 min. Q&A
. . . simultaneous interpretation  between
Discussion 15 min )
English and Japanese
Session 6 Closing Oct-28, Fri 15: 30-16 : 30 Kagaya Hotel
Moderator : Mr. Shinsuke Nakamura (Mount Hakusan BR Council), Interpreter : Ms. Yukari Kimura
. . . Impressions and outcomes of the consecutive interpretation between
Discussion All of the participants workshop at Mount Hakusan BR English and Japanese
Mr. Noriaki Yamada (Chairman, Mount Impressions and messages in response consecutive interpretation between
Discussion Hakusan BR Council / Mayor of P 9 P P

Hakusan City)

to the comments from participants

English and Japanese
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EESERERNAY— Poster Presentation
Phenden Gyamtsho, Bhutan

Bhutan's Protected Areas

A paradigm for livelihood through balancing Conservation & Development

&"

e
;

w

National symbols of Bhutan

E -] - B

. 70% of the country’s total land area remains under forest cover
All four symbols are found in Jigme \ _ Constitution protects 60% of the country’s total area under forest
Dorji National Park / cover in perpetulty
.51.44% of the total geographical area falls under protected area

P TT A

o . Ecologically representative and well connected by biological cor-
-l . ridors

.t ———— e

. Pristine contiguous habitats protecting endangered species and
ecosystem services
. Bhutan recently declared as Carbon negative country

. The Bhutanese economy is predomi-
nantly agricultural

-69% of the population depend on
agriculture

Jigme Dorji National Park

. 100% Organic Agriculture by 2020

#

Middle-path

Development Conservation
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Jusman, Indonesia
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EfSEZRERRNAT—
Madina Salmenova, Kazakhstan

Poster Presentation

The Interaction of Local People with the
Biosphere Reserve Altyn Emel

Ms. Madina Salmenova
Head of the Department of Science,
Information and Monitoring.
Altyn Emel BR, Almaty, Kazakhstan

The socio-natural environment
creates a certain
mentality in the
local population.

In particular, nature,
is generally
regarded by the locals
as the mothernurse,
which to a certain
extent, is embodied in
the concept of traditional 1
and use. This includes hunting,
fishing and harvesting of
medicinal plants, berries,
and mushrooms. In addition,
nature — holds
recreational potential for the |
ocal population.

In the mountains there are unique caves,
grottos, and petroglyphs that are
attractive to tourists.

The shore of coast Kapshagai reservoir
has good sandy beaches and comfortable
places for recreational fishing and other
recreation.

Spacious, views are found over the long
distances of the park, thanks to the
peculiar structure of the terrain with its
abundance of exotic forms, providing an
attractive  landscape for recreation and
tourism.

citizens to the BR is also changed if

One of the most interesting
and effective ways people

as a place for
years, schoolehil

and the biosphere reserve A T
interact_occurs i Altyn i i

Emel  which hosts the
international event March
of Parks.

and. leave behind less garbage. More
and more local students are involved
E mental patrol, which
shares out days of  environmental
sanitation work in the areas where
students live,

Ecological patrol

Every year, our biosphere reserve attracts locas, and

ot without the active.

appens
paricipation of the local population.

Seminars with the inspectors Altyn Emel. About 80% of the
employees of the park are locals

and students, and to raise scientific
work new level.

The visitor center - a place where visitors get all the detailed information about the national park, reserve or
other specially protected natural area, a center of environmental education of the local population and
all 1 ¢hei 3 i i

The shores of the reservoirs and
rivers is are areas of haymaking.
Thus, the population ensures the e
xistence of a natural economy due to
nature's bounty, considering this way
of life a historically established fact.
Socio-economic changes in the country
and the world's population have many
effects without changing the attitude
towards natural resources.

The great success of the March of Par}
s also a manifestation of the growi
interest of sponsors to the challenges
problems of the biosphere reserve; th
fechnical  support  helps  impros
environmental work to_improve 1l
quality of environmental  informati
among the population, school childre

Land Day

tiviti

The need for a modern visitor center at the Altyn Emel BR has increased due to the fact that every year there
is growth in visitors to the park; it is also important that such eco-educational center until this time was not in
the region. Our visitor center was opened on October 6, 2016.
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Poster Presentation

Gal Chinbat, Mongolia

Biosphere Reserves of Mongolia: Efforts for Proper Management -
with Local People

Mr Gal Chinbat

The Mongol Daguur BR covers a total area of 103,016 ha and
is almostentirely within Chuluunkhoroot Soum, with tiny

A Zone . portions in Gurvanzagal Soum and Dashbalbar Soum of Dornod
Aimag.

¥ ==

R Zane

Khukh Mountain

= s -

-

The Biosphere Reserve consists of two zones: "A" and "B". The "A" zone
(87,780 ha) located between 114030'N and 115030'N and 49045'E and 50015'E
covers the entire territory of Chuluunkhoroot Soum and the BR northern
boundary coincides with the international border with Russia along the Yamalh

River Valley.

Lake of Angirt
BIOLOGICAL FEATURES L
Mongol Daguur BR represents an ccosystem that combines the Daurian steppe
with wetland areas.

1BA 1994

Out of the 256 recorded bird

Biosphere Reserve . speci
/MAB/ 200 The BR “B" zome is characterized by wetland

areas including small lakes and ponds (saline and
fresh) while the “A” zone is composed of low
mountains and hills clothed with mixed deciduous
trees (e.g. birch, aspen) and willow bushes along the

I-m Ulz River.
Il

Ramsar
convention, 1997

, 34 are resident and

221 migratory animals.

There are 135 breeding visitors, 78 passage migrants, 18
accidentals, 6 winter and 19 possible breeding visitors
(Tseveenma dag 2000).

Introduction of Eastern Mongolia Protected Area -
Administration Office (EMPAA)

monitoring activities in Dornod also to saving biodiversity inside the certain protected zone.

—
- B
k ¥
i EMPAA established since 1993 by 28 order of Ministry at the Choibalsan. Main rule is to protect Natural Resources and
A s

o
r~ f PA
-_ i e o
. Science and Monitoring 1 Biosphere Reserve (BR):
™ 1. Dornod Mongol - 570.3 thousand ha
¢ Conservation and Inspection [ o e 2. Mongol Daguur - 103.2 thousand ha
«  Training and Outreach
« Buffer zone and Development 7 Nature ReserveArea (NRA)
e Local Tourism I= 3-Ugam- 48 o b
. Yakhi Lake - 251.3 thousand
«  Intemational Collaboration Fi—
] 5. Toson khulstai - 469.9 thousand ha
e Land Useand Remote Sensing 8 = loson khulstat ousal
i

GREAT GOBI - BIOSPHERE RESERV

The Trans Altai Gobi of the Altai is the unique ecosystem of the
Gobi desert sustaining untouched natural state which is important
habitat for endangered species of fauna and flora not only in
Mongolia as well as in the World including mammals such as wild
Bactrian camel (Camelus batrianus ferus). the Gobi bear (Ursus
arctos gobiensis), Asiatic wild ass (Equus hemionus), Argali wild - :

sheep (Ovis ammon)., Goitered gazelle (Gazelle subgutturosa) and &
Siberian Ibex (Capra sibirica). =
!
| '
- "
- b
— e ——

1990

The area was taken to the state protection in 1975, establishing GGBR and
later it was united to the man and biosphere reserve in 1990 by UNESCO
considering s international importance.

BOGD KHAN UUL - BIOSPHERE RESERVE

-
The Bogd Khan Uul Biosphere Reserve s located in the south of
Ulaanbaatar, in the southern most forest steppe zone and the Khentei
Mountain arca. The northern slopes of the mountains are covered by
dense coniferous forest and the southern slopes by bare rocks. Among
the most threatened animal species in the biosphere reserve are the
Musk deer, Roe deer, Sable and Artic hare. There are more than 500
different kinds of plant species, 47 species of mammals and 160 species
of birds in the park.

1996

The Bogd Khan was registered as Biosphere Reserve in 1996. Total
area of the protected area is 67.300 ha. 58% of the park is occupied by
forests.

Biodiversity

Large mammals such as Mongolian Gazelle (Pmcapra guttumsa), Roe Deer
(Capriolus pygargus), Grey Wolf (Canis lupus), Red Fox (Jidpes vulpes), Corsak
Fox (Vidpes corsac), Badger (Meles meles) and Racoon Dog (Nyctereutes pm-
cyonoides) are considered abundant while small mammals (c.g., Siberian Marmot,
Daurian Pika, and Tolai Hare) are commonly found in the area

Only here you can simultancously watch six species of cranes (among them i

white-napped crane) feeding in one patch of wetland.

activities.

such as Gentiana.

-

Science and Monitoring

The Uvs Nuur Basin is located in the north-western part of Mongolia
covering wide magnitude of areas in Great Lakes Depression and
mountains belonging to Altai Mountain range. It is considered to be
norther edge border of Central Asian desert area with unique
ecological landscape: hence the area was taken under protection as an
entire ecosystem. The area has a combination of Gobi desert, desert-
steppe, steppe, forest steppe, mountains and glaciers featuring
extreme  continental climate. In addition, the arcas belong to
Interational - Geo-Biosphere  Research Region and serve as
international standard model in Central Asia.

‘The Mongolian Government declared Hustai Nuruu BR as a Specially
Protected Area in 1993, one year after the on of the
reintroduction project of the Takhi to the Hustain Nuruu. The HNBR
extends through the Khentii Mountains and includes the western edge
of the Mongolian steppe at the boundaries of Altanbulag, Argalant
and Bayankhangai Soums of Tov province. The HNBR is about 95
km from the capital city of Ulaanbaatar to the west.

Conservation and Inspection

HUSTAI NURUU- BIOSPHERE RESERV

At the same time, the Daurian Steppe including Mongol Daguur BR belongs to those that are
considered to be highly vulnerable under current climate change conditions and adverse human

Currently seven species of fish (one order and two families) have been recorded in Tori (saline),
Doroo Lakes and Ulz River within the Mongol Daguur BR. Chinese Carp (Carassius auratus
gibelia Bloch) and Amur Carp (Cyprinus carpio haematop) are two of the species.

legetation type: A total of 349 species (52 families) have been recorded in the BR and
wetland and steppe plant species are widely distributed among them: rare and very rare species

Bufferzone and Development

Training and Outreach

. UVS NUUR BASIN - BIOSPHERE RESERVE

S

a= e

1997

The Uvs Nuur BR were recognized as Biosphere Reserve within
UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere Programme in 1997, listed as
important site within RAMSAR convention on wetlands in 1998
and inseribed as World Natural Heritage in 2003.

=

With well planned and prepared reintroduction program, in
2015 our Takhi number reached more than 340 in 32 breeding
harems and more than 95 of them were born in Mongolia

33
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Poster Presentation

Wimonmart Nuipakdee, Thailand

Knowledge Transfer of the Micropropagation Technique of the Blue Vanda Orchid (Vanda coerulea)
for Community-Based Conservation Projects in Mae Sa-Kog Ma Biosphere Reserve, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Wimonmart Nuipakdee*

Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation*
Contact:w.nuipakdee@gmail.com
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The laboratory of blue vanda microprapagation at Pong Krai vilage
was develaped from a small storage room to a small funstional laboratory
with the support of the local odministrative office in providing financial
assistance and basic infrastructure. Currenifly, the vilage's blue vanda
micropropagation has been registered as o community small business
sntstprise run by sonsstvation group sonsisting of six losal laboratony
technicions and around 20 villagers whao grow blue vanda ot home
for sale or reintroduce to the forest. The product of the enterprise
was divided into two parts, which are: 1) praduct tor sale to fourists
and the general public ond 2) product far reintroduction ta wild forest
The villagers consequently extended their capacity to other species
of archid, such as Angectachilus burmannicus, rzintroducing them
and transfer their knowledge to those who are interested, such os
Thai university students and Bhutanese officers.
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Guidance Presentaion in Session H
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Group Presentations of 6 Invitees in Session H

On-the-field Workshop for Asian Biosphere
Reserves’ Local Practitioners in
OUNT HAKUSAN BIOSPHERE RESERVE

Contribute conservation
effort of local people for
next generation
Voluntary

Local people:
- Proud with their job

- Preserve traditional culture
- Promote tourism product

Visitors:
-Understand about local life
-Expand knowledge

InSnirakawa

« Lack a land for cultivation
* Depopulation

|- Conserve traditional culture
- Get benefit from tourism

1. Balance conservation betwwen
fauna and flora, also with
human life
2. Participatory conservation on
indigenous plant (Mizubasho)

Deer damage on natural vegetation, farm
Conflict between deer and human

* Promote ecotourism
» Environmental technologies

- Good awareness of local people about fresh
water to make Sake

- Family-based economy model: minimize
investment depend on their_re

!|osp| !ere !eserve

¢ Harmonize natural conservation and
culture conservation

* Link conservation with development

Attract many stake-holders and
Associations in BR’ activities

Good awareness of local people
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Group Presentations of 6 Invitees in Session H

Langbiang BR, Vietnam

1. Trainers are not only qualification but
also experienced people

2. Balance between natural conservation
and culture conservation for
development

3. Labeling / branding for local product
4. Involve stake-holders in BR’ activities

INDONESIA ’

* Encourage all stakeholders and involving local
people for sustainable nature and development
ecotourism.

« Promote special product, branding and marketing.

* Cooperate with some NGOs in
implementation and monitoring activities.

planning,

MONGOLIA

» Provide local sustainable
environmental protection.

development,

» Establish training fields of practical examples
» Promotion of green development

» Develop the tourism plan on the assessment of
capacity of Hatkusan BR

» Develop the infrastructure serve for tourism

On-the-field Workshop for Asian Biosphere Reserves’ Local Practitioners

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

Report 1 on On-the-field Workshop for Asian Biosphere
Reserve’s Local Practitioners in Mount Hakusan
Biosphere

Phenden Gyamtsho (Bhutan)
Wimonmart Nuipakdee (Thailand)
Salmenova Madina (Kazakhstan)

Outline
* Lessons learned

» Lessons applicable to Thailand, Bhutan and
Kazakhstan

Resource Persons

ve A E

Keita Kawada Hayato Itoshiro Akihide Hirano Mariko Kato
Manager, Chief Priest, Manager, Guide,
Food processing Hakusan Chukyo Micro-hydropower Itoshiro college

Factory Shrine Renovation Project

Itoshiro village

Masato Wada
Village leader,
Shirakawa village

Keita Matsumoto
Village officer,
Shirakawa village

Shirakawa village

Toshiyuki Yamada
Director General,
Toyota Shirakawa-go
Eco-institute

Keita Kawada
Manager,
Food processing Factory

Lessons Learned

Efficient resource
utilization

Youth
encouragement

39
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Group Presentations of 6 Invitees in Session H

Hayato Itoshiro
Chief Priest,
Hakusan Chukyo Shrine

Lessons Learned

1) Sustainable use of resources
2) Harmonious life with nature

Akihide Hirano
Manager,
Micro-hydropower Renovation Project

Lessons Learned

Strong community - better future

Mariko Kato
Guide,
ltoshiro college

Lessons Learned

Livelihood potential
for economic
development

Masato Wada
Village leader,

Shirakawa village

Lessons Learned

- Cultural tourism
- UNESCO branding

Lessons applicable to Thailand

Toshiyuki Yamada
Director General,
Toyota Shirakawa-go Eco-institute

Lessons Learned

- Private sector engagement
- Ecotourism and education

UNESCO Branding
Cultural tourism
Youth engagement/green school network
Biosphere reserve researcher network

Lessons applicable to Bhutan

No Biosphere Reserves as of date

Envisaged in the plan ( One BR by 2017)

BR concept- similar to existing protected area management
system

Value addition- through global BR networks

Sense of community/union

Youth engagement

- Lt T

Lessons applicable to Kazakhstan

Strengthen community/union

Branding for national park products
Youth engagement

Replicate the concept of eco-village idea
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Thematic meeting 3
Biocultural Approaches for Sustainable Development of
Internationally Designated Areas

Session H

Involving Local People in Biosphere Reserves

Venue : 3 rd floor Room D(H6to)

Chair : Prof. Masato Yoshida (University of Tsukuba)

[Chair]
In the morning we heard about the experience on the
Globally Important Agriculture Heritage System

(GIAHS). This afternoon we move onto the UNESCO
biosphere reserve. And we have the Mount Hakusan
Biosphere Reserve in Ishikawa Prefecture. First, we
would like to hear about the experience about Hakusan
Biosphere Reserve. And after that, we have many
participants from Asian countries. I heard that there
was a capacity building workshop on Asian UNESCO
biosphere reserves, in Hakusan UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve. We would like to invite the participants of the
workshop to present their experience in this room.

We have 8 biosphere reserves involved, but
representing other UNESCO biosphere reserves we
would like to hear the experience of Mount Odaigahara,
Mount Omine and Osugidani Biosphere Reserve, and
Aya Biosphere Reserve in Miyazaki Prefecture. We
would like to invite Mr. Shinsuke Nakamura, from
Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve. Mr. Nakamura
please.

[Mr. Shinsuke Nakamura, Mount Hakusan Biosphere
Reserve Council]

Thank you for giving me the floor. I am Shinsuke
Nakamura from Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve
Council.

For this session we have five presentations, as the
Chair has mentioned. And these presentations will be
quite closely linked. My presentation will be an
introduction to the following four presentations. My
title is "Involving Local People in Biosphere Reserves".
This is the same as the session study, and from the case
study of Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve.

First of all, about biosphere reserves-this is called
UNESCO EcoPark in Japanese. I hope that some of
you have head of this program. This is a site
designation by UNESCO, since 1976. So we have a
forty year history of these biosphere reserves. And this
is carried out under UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere
Program, which is called MAB program. This is an
area to conserve nature. But not only conserve, but also
hold onto sustainable development at the same time. So
we need harmony between conservation and sustainable

41



42

ZOMABD 77U 7 I LIZBWVWTIE, a—h vz
Y MADOEEEDEOPORFETHEFINE L
720 Bl 21X, # L MAB #l%(X., MAB ICC, 1 ~
y—FaFh-a—=—F1r—ar- -7l
BS20154F 6 HicBhr i &gy mbhF L, 2
NMEZAZRTIORETIAR IO PERBE L L
TRLEWVWLRXLVTHERDSNZD DT,

ZORIZ) ATEIEIHE 23D 1) 97, 20164E 3 A I
THEINTE L, 10— REHEFHIrNL TV
LHATTITNEDL, AV —D) < T s T
L7ze £ CZOATEIRTHASTRIRENFE L7 22
TLH—A VO HADEEMD ) 72bIl T
S

CO)AFEEIEHO 7 -7y SE LT, U —
7av TN AINIDTH NI aN— 7 DY
TiibhFE L7ze ZZTHTE0ONT A b B
T¥ ZO#EIEIZ. MABOI I 2 =57 4123 LT
ASFTCURIZa—Tv, BB ERORE 2 EHT
RETHDHLENWH)ZLTLy TNHAMAB 70
TILDRERTNELR>TVE T,

) L7zZ Rz, fA7-BI320164F (A B2
DTV Mo F LT, U—AVOEKRES
TIOTDIIAN=TDORTBHEWENE) L) 2
EWZDFE L7, Al aN—2 0 ZNh 5 EHE A
EOWLDD PR EDbDFXRL—F 4 VT =y
NS L TR IZTL > TWE T,

T, A= AR TFAIZOVWTONMMEF25HET
Hy T AEWH)ZET, TNIERAY -k ¥
3 VDB LIBTHIANTVWE T, 22 THRSLZ
EDRTETFT, FN56, IBRNOESELHFELTL
oo T2, WO, T—2 v ay TEEKREIC
FLTIT) W) 2T, ZhESF I b T
WhHLEZATYT, INHOTuY s MI, HAE
oXEZZIFTBY £7,

T, 20— vay 7Tz LTWwWbsd), %
T, 232 —330CTT, TIVTDILaN—7
DENETNOFEKREL, ZAroHIIIZI/N—27 D
WicoAN7-bEtolO0aIa=r—3 T3,
DIIBI=TA4VITHPHIPNTH, BHEEdH L0
BFFEE 72 DETNICRD I ENSE v, L D%k
HERHIZ Db A AN E L, HITDO AL,
EBRIZBBTIHE L TWA AL RIELS 22 Db S %
W —ADSWTT, b0 hbwnwek LTid, #
TDONIzH, FEBICEIWTWA AL BIZh Db o T
Lb5o5T, HADODZH LzAb, Tt ofRE
WKHESELTLLI L WnH LT, O— )bt —
ANWEN)ZETAADPETLEV)IDNRZ DT —
7 vay 7TOERRLWVWTT,

ZLTC, MEH@gEZTL VW)L, 2F D, %
HEFERE W) T ETIER T, BEPHZ L LW
AT ERTTHLRLET, BEVWHEBHW2LZENE
IEVIHIRY e bkoTWwET,

BAKBYIZI1Z, 102325860 F LT, 40 FE
BENTBYET, HIIZARITZIN—F IF&
fToTBDFE L, BlIEHEIHEHBOT -2 2 3 v
To ERIIN—7 | ToTHILOANIBETI 2
= avkbb, N=F2LWVWHTETHID

development. And we also need research and education
to support these roles.

Currently there are 669 biosphere reserves in the
whole world, in 120 countries, which is quite a large
number. Recently, in this MAB program, the
importance of the local initiatives have been
emphasized in several meetings. For example, we have
a new MAB strategy, which was endorsed by the Man
and the Biosphere Programme International Co-
ordinating Council (MAB-ICC), in June 2015. And this
was endorsed by UNESCO's general conference, which
is the highest decision making body in UNESCO,
during this November.

And following this strategy, the Lima Action Plan
was endorsed in March 2016. This took place in the
Lima World Congress of Biosphere Reserves, which is
held once every 10 years. And this time it was held in
Lima, Peru. The Lima Action Plan has emphasized the
importance of local initiatives. And as a follow up to
this Lima Action Plan, UNESCO Office Jakarta has
organized a workshop at Wakatobi Biosphere Reserve
in Indonesia. And this concluded with the Wakatobi
Recommendation, which recommended the MAB
community to enhance more importance of the role of
the local governments, within each biosphere reserve.
This is becoming mainstream in this MAB program.

And following these trends, we are conducting a
mutual learning project in 2016. And our goal is to
create a platform for mutual learning of local
practitioners from Asian biosphere reserves. Mount
Hakusan Biosphere Reserve, and the United Nations
University, operating in Ishikawa, Kanazawa, is
collaborating in conducting this activity during this
year. And we have program one publishing a booklet
of case studies. This is available at the United Nations
University's poster session, on the first floor. We have
had a JBRN meeting, and this time, at the same time,
we are having an on the field workshop for Asian
biosphere reserves local practitioners. And this is going
on right now, with all our invitees right there. And this
project is supported by the Japanese national
government.

What we are doing in this workshop is to
communicate, with the Asian biosphere reserves, local
practitioners, and local people within Mount Hakusan
Biosphere Reserve in Japan. Usually these kind of
meetings have only had scientists, or researchers, or
many doctors, or many professors involved. But the
local people, who are conducting many activities on the
ground, were not very involved. So our aim was to
involve the local practitioners, and let them
communicate with the local people of Japan-the local
residents within the biosphere reserves. So local and
local-linking these people together is our main aim in
this workshop. This is a sort of mutual learning. So not
only learning by teacher and student-but everyone is a
teacher, and everyone is a student. Learning from each
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other is the most important point of our workshop.

We have held this workshop since October 23, and it
is carrying on right now, and we were in Mount
Hakusan Biosphere Reserve until this morning. And in
part one we had an in the field workshop going on into
the field of the Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve,
communicating with many local people. And now we
are in part two, joining this conference right now.

And why Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve? Mount
Hakusan Biosphere Reserve has a lot of experience on
harmony, conservation, and sustainable use. People
very much appreciate Mount Hakusan, and the nature ;
and people use it in a sustainable way. And many local
residents are involved in conservation, or social
activities.

This time, we have invited 6 countries. They will all
present what they have learned in this workshop, in the
second and third presentation. They are from Bhutan,
Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Thailand, and
Vietnam.

This was the brief program of the workshop. But on
the first day, October 24, we divided into two groups.
One group went to Itoshiro District, which is the
highest settlement, close to the summit, of Mount
Hakusan. They had a high appreciation of the
mountains. And the other group went to the Shokawa
area, which is also in the mountains. The local people
are conducting some conservation activities, along with
researchers and the local government. And the next
day, we got together and went to Shirakawa village,
which is also a world cultural heritage site, because of
the Gassho style houses. After that, we moved onto this
conference and we had the oral presentation and also
the poster presentation from each country, which are
presented on the first floor. So please visit them after
this session. They will be in front of the poster to
explain to you.

The first day was Itoshiro. This is a picture of the 3
participants and the local people. They visited a food
factory, and Hakusan-Chukyo shrine. The details will
be provided by them, so I will just move onto the next
thing.

Group B went to Shokawa, and they experienced
Japanese soba noodles. This is a traditional noodle in
Japan, and they experienced cooking it. And they went
to a cooperative wetlands conservation site. This
conservation site is not only operated by the local
government, or universities, but also the local residents.
And also the second generation of Shokawa cherry
trees site. And this is here. Shirakawa is right here.
They visited the Gassho style houses, the world
heritage site-and this was a very good use of natural
resources in traditional houses, attracting many tourists
to the area.

And another place we visited is the Toyota
Shirakawa-Go Eco Institute. It is a base for eco
tourism, which involves private companies. I hope you
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all know the name Toyota. It is one of the most famous
car making companies in Japan.

Let me briefly follow onto the presentations in this
session. I am Shinsuke Nakamura, and I am giving the
first presentation. Presentation two will be given by
three people. Phenden from Bhutan, Madina from
Kazakhstan, and Wimonmart from Thailand. They were
visiting the Itoshiro district on the first day. They will
present what they saw, and what they learned from
their experiences, and what they can bring back to their
own biosphere reserves or own country, and what can
they do for their next actions. And for the third
presentation, Jusman from Indonesia, Gal from
Mongolia, and Minh from Vietnam will present. They
visited the Shokawa site. They will present what they
learned from the Shokawa site, and the Shirakawa site,
and what they can bring back to their countries.

Followed by those two presentation, we will have
other presentations from different biosphere reserves in
Japan. The three first presentations only focus on
Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve. This is only one
example in Japan. So we should look at other examples
in Japan. We will invite Mr. Satoru Nishide, from
Mount Odaigahara, Mount Omine, and Osugidani
Biosphere Reserve. And also Mr. Nobuki Kawano,
from Aya Biosphere Reserve.

This is Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve. You are
around here. And this is Mount Odaigahara, Mount
Omine, and Osugidani Biosphere Reserve. It is a very
long name.

And this is the Aya Biosphere Reserve. Mount
Hakusan and Mount Odaigahara are the old type of
biosphere reserves, designated in 1980. But Aya
Biosphere Reserve is a very new one, designated in
2012. This was a very important biosphere reserve. It
made a breakthrough in the history of Japanese
biosphere reserves.

These are all the presenters. This photo came from
just this morning, when we arrived. All six workshop
participants from Asian countries, Mr. Nishide, Mr.
Kawano, and myself are here. You will see all of their
faces in the following hour.

Thank you for your attention. This was just a brief
introduction. Please enjoy the other four presentations.

[Chair] Thank you very much Mr. Nakamura, to
introduce the session.

We would like to move to the second presentation.
The second presentation will be from three participants
from the workshop : Phenden Gyamtsho from Bhutan,
Madina Salmenova from Kazakhstan, and Wimonmart
Nulpakdee from Thailand. Wimonmart will make the
presentation on behalf of the three persons.
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[Wimonmart Nulpakdee, Department of National
Parks, Wildlife, and Conservation Thailand]

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen. I am
Wimonmart from a biosphere reserve in Thailand. I am
the lead representative of the group to present today.

First of all, I would like to thank the Japanese
Government for the opportunity to join this workshop.
This is the outline of our presentation. It is divided into
two sections. The first one is lessons learned that we
learned from this workshop. And the second one is
lessons that are applicable, which we can apply to
Bhutan, Thailand, and Kazakhstan.

I want to thank you for the resource persons-seven
resource persons in the workshop who gave us the
information. They come from many stakeholders,
Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve.

The lessons learned that we received from places in
Itoshiro village. The first place was the food processing
factory. We appreciated that, in this case, they use the
efficient resource utilization. In this food processing
factory they use corn products from the lower grade, or
the reject grade, to process and add value again. The
second impression was the youth engagement, because
they can invite the young generation to join this
project. This is a very good reason for the society
facing an aging population, like Japan. And the next
one is Hakusan-Chukyo shrine. There were good
lessons learned about certain values regarding
resources, because of Shinto concepts. The concept is
that the people live in harmony with nature, and only
use sufficient resources. They only use the interest, not
the capital. That is the concept of the sustainable use. It
is a good guideline for the local people.

Another place is the micro-hydro power renovation
project. This is the best place to show us that a strong
community can make a better future. Although it is a
small village, they have a strong commitment and
participation. They can create projects that make a
better future for their community. This is a good place
for sustainable energy, because they use hydro power. I
think a biosphere is a good place to be a pilot site for
sustainable energy.

The last one is Itoshiro College. It is a cultural
college. We learned that culture can be used at source
for economic development, because they have a
program to encourage urban people to learn more about
culture. This can help continue traditions for a long
time.

The second day, in Shirakawa village, was the most
impressive for us. It is both a world heritage site, and a
biosphere reserve. We learned a lot about how tradition
and culture can be the main source for cultural tourism,
for developing the economy in the village, and continue
the traditional culture. If any site is promised to be a
UNESCO site it can use UNESCO branding, to add
value to products from the site, to develop the economy
of the site.

45



46

LIPEV) ZETT, BFEREDT-DIZED LI 1T
HHLTWITFIEEwohr b v RE, #iikicEs
ANAZIZH L TXIEE D o EFATHH D LW R
HATT, THIL > UL 2 EZ 1Tz o T
ZUHNTWL ZEDRTELLHIICHDLTLED,

CHELIEENNTY, mOIEF LT -0 2
TL7z, MREEICORESINTESTL, 22T
32D L% FE Lz, bW, i a &
WALy =) RLDEFRIZHEVIGFELE VW) Z L, &
T2 F NDH OREFE N D DS B L v 2 &,

IAAIDY A P T—HREESINMNETLARTD
T3V REEHTAZENTET Y, FNICEoT
A FPOMEZEHD LI EDRNTE T T, IR
IO R >TnEET,

NI FYHIBFEARER T, HINTIEE
TFELPY A TN TWE T, BEEMd = a
W=7 125 L TwEd, Z=a/,85— 7 OIILBF
PUOFRIZE > TIIR Y L E T A, REFM D
EAEALEEG L TWRETT, £L DY AR—-F
R T L RETY,

RiZzay—) AL, ZATTFalr—3 D
AHTT, TNITRMAEFEDCSR & LT M
L TELTLE Y,

KIZ, ROENZOWTBFEHELLET, SRl &
BRI E > TOIEFICI WA TLA, SHM Y
4=V FRICHTHE LT L, 2ORBEEIEH
L. M2AHSOETLR s TWELWEFEZ TnE
To KIE, HOAVIEIFIADHL V¥ —TIEZ L LI
0 ET, CTTHEALIVET M EFHLTOWE
Tkl oTwEY, 2ARAIDOTT N, Ihn
FMIZEL L TWE W,

FT 200N ANTZ VDO TTA, THELAH]
DHTY, ZO#E-NETT Lz wER->Tw
F4, b)) —oOPT—L—UTT,

KIZ2HEBIEZ, AVFaTINY—) ALTT, H
WD r — 2% EF N & LT, AYBEIE#EX % i
LTWwW&EZWw, 72, SFEF b 2iSE =
FNTVIET, FEICH YA TREARD XD L Eik
EORMEICIZEmIELZLTVWETA, L2L, M
HIZAODOWATT, W) T E T, ¥4 TITHEN
N4 Zxd U CHEEfe T RE 2 M 12X} L T ORE5EEE) =
LTW&E2Ww, ZD72DIC7 )=V A7 — )4y b
T—2 %54 D/NFRIEALL) EEZTVE
j—o

72, YA B TEYBEREOZEZED L v b
T—2%FHLL)EEZTVE T, KELSIED
I S R GAA Y= W

SHOEZERIIEMTAERZIICOEEITNFE LD
T. FAdbZ0rH BT —2r2ayTrnwT, &
FSERTATTEMEENOHEEL-VEE ST
WET,EDL ) B ET TS VO, Za8—
ZIZDOWTONGE R 5 HBREZ TVWETZnwE o Tn
F9, LT, ZOREZ YA TIHEH LTV E 20
T9,

RIFT—=F o7V yTF—aryiE L Tw
f:ff% i‘j—o (?E%)

For the Toyota Shirakawa-Go Eco Institute, we
really liked that Mount Hakusan does the best thing,
because they let the private sector be involved in the
biosphere. This is because a biosphere cannot succeed
with only government support. The private sector
should be involved. It can support a lot. And another
idea is eco tourism and education can make the CSR
for the private sector engagement.

For my country, I think this was a good opportunity
to learn a lot during the three days in the field. We can
use the experience to do something in our country
during the next year. In Thailand, in this budget year,
we will use the concept from here, to do the UNESCO
branding of two products. The first one is blue vanda
micropropagation. We can brand this product. And
another one is coffee beans. The second thing we
should to is cultural tourism. We can use the lessons
learned from Shirakawa as a model for our biosphere,
because in this area, in our biosphere, they also have
rich cultural activities.

And the third one is youth engagement. In our
country we do not face a problem with aging, like in
Japan. We are facing a population increase. We want to
engage young people, to have an awareness of
sustainable use. This year, we will try to use the school
network in three schools in our country.

The last thing we will do in our country is a
biosphere reserve research network, during next year.
We are very lucky to have a chance to join this
conference. We will do a workshop like this, and
extract ideas for researchers to help develop our
biosphere reserves. That is what we can apply in my
country.

Next, I would like to invite the participant from
Bhutan to present about what they want to apply in
their country.

Phenden Gyamtso, Bhutan



[7zvF7y - FrxavrK] T, HABKFO
ERRICEALEB L BT E 3, FIcHIloMBERE SO
BRI, COT—27 Y ay FITBBEWPn2
k%mpg"TEELJ: j—ij_o ZImbT— 57‘/@%51/\/‘
Xa‘r}b’?%ﬂ;ﬁk%%& EMWTEFE L7,

T—=F VITHEAETELAFIIONWT, T T4

2l ié‘lﬂif:l:ﬁ/\— IdH Y FH A BFE. 5
WM OFH 2D 728 2 ATT, D L 20174
DRFTICETZAN=7 %D Dok EZT0E
To TIDT, TELRNLZLDFAIZZDFEE L
TewEESTWEd, LT, SO HAZIHD
L7027 SADEREED - VEBR > TVE
ER

EYERETT Y, CNETZ) 7 AT A PR
HNZALBHAHNNEIT AT L EIFFIPE 72D DT
To BEFO Y AT LEEINT 22 L1285 T
R, Z L CEMIATLARBEEL-VWEEZ T
I3, CNEHFELARNLVTOLRY T — 27 Z2iEH L
LSR5 TWETW,

T2, HAR, BEOYR—bF, TNHZ2HELH
SAYEREOT ) AT ED TVELVER ST
W9,

Al HAROAMHAZGHNTHFAIZZ & TTH,
FIFTAADITII 2T A \DIFEEi, 7—% T
FFD L)% a3 OB5IEIEYVRONTEE
ho LU, ZDXH BT 22T 1 DE5ILR
HTIEERONTLAZDT, #hEHVDT—% T
B ANV EBWE S,

T—=5 U TORELMEE L TEREROMEDND
DES, T2, HHHOANLIZEMNTICES T L
RV ATE A, A AMBEOIEFIZEL VK
REiNF L2, FITIEEVALLIFEHLTWE
L7z Hfiz HI2o7 T, 2L TEKRDOH S HFET
B TEALAL)ICTAZEIIAERHZERVE T,

EEREXICOWTIR T T -7 L IZiddh F
HADT, FIZT =% U0 EITLVATT
D, HEPGFEARZZ L2 5BT =% 0 TENLT

bxétvw: S5 TWET,
KiZ, BF TR o< T4 FDBEELTT,
(#F)

Y
P,

P
-

Madina Salmenova, Kazakhstan
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[Phenden Gyamtso, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forests, Royal Government of Bhutan]

First of all, I would like to thank the Government of
Japan, in particular the organizing committee of Mount
Hakusan, for having invited us for this very important
workshop.

This is the platform from where Bhutan can draw
lots of new skills and knowledge, through interactions
with many of the participants gathered here.

Now, coming to the lessons that are applicable to
Bhutan, first of all I would like to inform the house
that we do not have biosphere reserves in my country
at this time. We have envisioned this in the ongoing 5
year plan, to at least have one biosphere reserve by the
end of 2017. This is very important that I talk to as
many people as possible, and get a lot of information to
kickstart the works.

Regarding the biosphere reserve concept, it is very
similar to the existing protected area management
mechanisms, or systems, existing in my country. The
value addition to the existing systems would be a
second layer of protection and management system,
through worldwide networking. As such, we will be
able to source human capacity experts, funding,
support-these are the expected values that we can get,
by getting into the biosphere reserve system.

Coming to the lessons I learned from visiting the
local communities in Itoshiro, a sense of
communication and unity among rural people can also
be applied in my country. In saying that I do not mean
that we do not have community involvement. What I
mean here is that we can apply what are the ways that
the rural community of Itoshiro has come up with to
develop the community that can be applied back in my
home.

And another emerging issue in my country is youth
unemployment, and at the same time rural-urban
migration-youths do not feel comfortable living in rural
settings. Some of the examples that I learned during my
visit to one of the beautiful villages in Itoshiro is that
they have started engaging with the youth in a very
fruitful way. These are some of the ideas, skills, and
ways of doing things, to engage youth in a meaningful
way in my country back home. I truly feel that this can
help Bhutan to reduce youth related problems in the
country.

I do not have much to say about overall BR things,
because we do not have any BR as of this date.

These are just a few of the practical things that I can
take back home, and apply in my country. Thank you
so much.

Next is my colleague Madina from Kazakhstan.

[Madina Salmenova, Altyn Emel (aspiring) Biosphere
Reserve, Kazakhstan]

Hello. I am Madina, from Kazakhstan. I want to give
big thanks for your organization of this conference.

Four things I will bring to my country, after this
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conference, after thisbig and interesting trip-lessons are
applicable to my country. The first, is the strength of
the community. In Kazakhstan we have interesting and
big national villages, and national places. But, we do
not brand this. I hope in the future we will do it. The
third, is the youth engagement. And the fourth is to
replicate the concept of the eco village idea, with our
national houses. These are nomadic houses called yurt.
They are quick to build, and quick to destroy.

I think in the future, bringing this to our biosphere
reserve will come true. We will make this concept in
our national biosphere reserve. Thank you very much.

[Chair] Thank you very much Madina. I hope the
lessons learned in Hakusan will be applied in Thailand,
Bhutan, and Kazakhstan. Let us move to the next
presentation, from the group of other participants in the
workshop :  Jusman from Indonesia, Gal from
Mongolia, and Ton That Minh from Vietnam, who will
make a presentation.

[Ton That Minh, Langblang Biosphere Reserve,
Vietnam]

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen. On behalf of
group B I will show you something about what we did,
what we saw, and what we are thinking, in the field. At
Mount Hakusan Biopshere Reserve the time was
actually quite limited. We only had 2 or 3 days in the
field. I can say something about that.

The first day was with soba, and we worked together
the local people to learn how to make soba noodles.
That is a good model, because the local people will be
proud about their soba, because they think that through
our visiting they could share how to make soba. I think
that we saw the preserved traditional culture. Especially
the food culture, because soba is quite important. And
the third one is to promote the region's products. In our
site, as a visitor, we could understand about local life,
and expand our knowledge.

Then was the wetland conservation. As you know, in
this area, there is deer damage from nearby farms. We
found out about the conflict with humans. That is why
the local people are cooperating with some universities
and researchers, to prevent the attack on some
indigenous plant called Mizu Bashoo.

I think through those activities there is a balance
between fauna and flora, and human life. Why I say
that is because we need a balance with fauna and flora.
As you know, in Vietnam, if find any animal we think
it is more important than a plant. But here it is totally
different. The local people can choose which is more
important. And the second one is, I think participatory
conservation for indigenous plants, because when
communities help to build the trend, the local people
get involved in activities and use their labor to build
that trend.
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When we visited a sake factory, and the owner said
that based on the clean, fresh water from Mount
Hakusan Biosphere Reserve, it helps him make sake of
high quality. That is good when local people think
about the biosphere. That is a good model, because
only the owner makes the sake. It is a good model for
a family's economy, because they minimize investment
repayments.

After that we visited a nursery for cherry blossoms.
As you know, several decades years ago the
government built a dam, so the trees of cherry
blossoms nearby, which is 500 years old, had to move.
So the local people had to bring their cherry blossoms
to another site. And the local people decided they had
to grow many cherry blossoms along the stream. So
though those activities, I think we can continue
conservation efforts by local people, for acceleration,
because cherry blossoms as a symbol of Japan is very
important. Local people can do conservation by
themselves, without any effort by the government. That
is a good model.

After that, we visited the world heritage site in
Shirakawa. We found out that the lack of land for
conservation, because the local people do not have
enough land to grow grass or rice, to make the roofs,
because after a few years they had to renew the roofs.
Through this model, I found out this can conserve the
traditional culture, and get benefits from tourism. There
are about 1.5 million tourists per year. So the local
people get benefits from those tourism activities. And
also strong collaboration within communities. When
they make the roof, all the people in the community
work together. It is a good model.

And when we visited Toyota Shirakawa-Go Eco
Institute, I highly appreciated their oneness, because
they built the house with environmental technologies.
They wish to reduce the electricity or gas, and promote
eco tourism.

I think, after a few days,
achievements of the Mount
Reserve. First is harmonious
conservation, and linking conservation with
development, attracting many stakeholders, and
associations, based on biosphere activities. One is from
the local people.

The Langbiang Biosphere was only established last
year. It looks like a baby. So I will bring some lessons
learned and some achievements from Mount Hakusan
Biosphere Reserve to apply in my BR.

For this training it is not only qualification but also
experience. When I saw the sake and soba noodles, it is
only local people. Not a doctor, or professor, as a
trainer. It is quite different in my country, because
when we organize any training course we only invite
doctors, or professors. That is a good point.

And the second point is to balance between natural
conservation and culture conservation for development.

we found out some
Hakusan Biosphere
nature and culture
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Jusman, Indonesia

Because if we just focus on conservation, aspects in my
country are not good. We have to link between nature
and culture conservation, in order to get development.

Also the labelling or branding of local products. For
this last one, we have to involve stakeholders in our
activities.

Now, I would like to invite Gal from Mongolia, to
talk about his experience. Please.

Ton That Minh, Vietnam

[Gal Chinbat, Ministry of Environment and Tourism,
Government of Mongolia]

Hello everybody. My name is Gal Chinbat, from
Mongolia. I saw here, in Hakusan, many things. I had
many things in Hakusan. It was so interesting and
beautiful.

Here 1 have seen how people live in Shirakawa
village. 1 think the culture of the local people and
nature is a good combination in Shirakawa village.
Local people attract tourists. I want to make, upon my
return to Mongolia, environmental protection. It should
be included in the program of secondary education
system ; not only theory but practical lessons. It is so
important to introduce to the human consciousness. We
cannot copy everything from here.

Then I learned how to make soba noodle. I want to
cook soba for my wife, after my return.

Thank you very much for your cooperation and for
your support. Thank you Japan.

So now is our colleague from Indonesia, Jusman.
Can you please?

Gal Chinbat, Mongolia
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[Jusman, Management Coordination Forum of Taka
Bonerate, Kepuluan Selayar Biosphere Reserve,
Indonesia)

Thank you ladies and gentlemen. I would like to
explain the lessons learned that I will take back to Taka
Bonerate, Kepuluan Selayar Biosphere Reserve in
Indonesia.

My BR is a new BR, designated in 2015. It covers
over 4.3 million hectares. It is very different to
Hakusan BR, beacause my BR is all in coastal areas.
But I think I can still get spirit from Hakusan BR.

The first, is how to encourage all the stakeholders,
and involve the local people for sustainable nature, and
develop eco tourism, especially marine tourism and
cultural tourism.

This is one example. A visitor comes to my site, and
there is a center for visitors to this area. And I think I
can promote special products, as in Hakusan BR, with
branding and marketing.

Finally T hope we can cooperate with some NGOs in
planning, implementation, and mentoring activities in
my BR. Thank you very much.

[Chair] Thank you very much for the presentation
from Ton That Minh, Gal, and Jusman. I am very
surprised at how successful the workshop has been, and
how well organized it was. And probably the
participants in the workshop will bring the results back
to their homeland. Please bring back the experience,
and make it successful in your country. We would like
to invite participants from Japanese biosphere reserves.

[583R] On behalf of the Japanese biosphere reserves,
the first presentation will be about Mount Odaigahara,
Mount Omine and Osugidani Biosphere Reserve. Mr.
Nishide are the presenter for this.

[Satoru Nishide, Odai Town Office (3EFR)]

Please allow me to speak in Japanese. I am Satoru
Nishide from Odai town.

I am the secretariat officer for Mount Odaigahara,
Mount Omine and Osugidani Biosphere Reserve. The
location of this biosphere reserve is covering Mie and
Nara prefectures. This year, on March 20, the extension
was registered.

Close up, this is the borderline between Mie and
Nara prefectures. The total is 118 thousand hectares.
This is the core area. It has heavy rain, with lots of
moss and deep forests. Coming down a little, the
rugged topography is the unique characteristic of this
biosphere reserve. And Odaigahara has rivers Miya,
Kumono, and Kinokawa river. All three rivers have
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their sources in Odaigahara.

But once you step into the mountains, you see a lot
of damage done by deer, and the situation is horrible.
So the plant that is hated by deer flourish. That means
there is a loss of diversity in the forest. And the
artificially planted forest-this area was cleared some 25
years ago, but after that no trees were grown here. So
the forestry agency, Ministry of Environment, and the
local people worked together to observe the current
status, to find out the measures that have to be taken.
For example, the trunk covered with nets to protect it
from deer. We setup the group to regenerate the forest
in this area. This is a joint effort between public and
private.

This is called patch defense. We want to increase the
broad leaf tree forest. After the trees were cutdown, for
forestry, we setup a fence so that deer cannot get in.
These are designed to fend off any damage from deer.
In many places we need to have this kind of tree
planting, otherwise the tree cannot grow. The objective
of our efforts is to increase the diversity of the forest,
and the forest should be a real source for biodiversity.
We want to make this place as a supply source of seeds
for neighboring areas. We want to keep the cost of
maintenance low. As for the vegetation in this area, the
local people collect seeds from the nearby forest, so
that we can also preserve the DNA of plants in these
areas.

This is the revenue source for the local people. It is
not sufficient.

Looking at Odai town, the population is 9800, most
of whom are elderly citizens. This is the number of
babies born every year. It is around 50. And on the
other hand over 150 people pass away every year. That
means we lose 100 people every year in Odai town.
Our BR consists of 7 municipalities. Populations are
very small. Like 500 or 1500. Their conditions are the
same as Odai town.

We did a survey. The cause of depopulation is that
there are no jobs available in the local area, people find
it difficult to accept newcomers, and agriculture and
forestry is declining. The local people have a sense of
crises, but they are at a loss what to do. Registration on
the biosphere reserve might be a motivation for them to
take some actions.

After the registration, we created a logo, like this.
This shows our strong role. We utilized the logo to
share our perceptions, and sense of mission. Our
council created this logo.

This is the picture of organic agriculture and farmers,
who cultivated organic produce to smoothly sell. The
design of this vehicle initially didn't have any
imagination or identify with biosphere reserves. So we
asked for help from high school students, and they
learned about biosphere reserves, and they are going to
design this truck for smoothly selling. This truck will
also have the image of the biosphere reserve. This is
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going to be changed into a more green design in the
future

Another case-these are tea farmers, with a strong will
to develop their business. They are doing organic
farming. We hope to help them, and they are going to
use our logo, so that they can have an organic tea
business. People use the tree materials, and developed
new products. For example, they developed beeswax
cream, and aroma spray, and essential oils. These are
already sold in Tokyo now, and are selling relatively
well.

Miya River has the best quality of water amongst
major rivers in Japan. Based upon this, people in the
community created a brand of rice, cultivated with this
pure water. This poster solicited the name for this
branded rice.

If we treat the environment as just a global issue,
then they might be distant from the local people. So we
need to start small, locally. We have a community-
based riverside meeting. The elderly citizens and the
young people get together, and learn traditional
cooking. And children learn about indigenous species
in the river. These are two reasons to pay a visit to a
shrine, and an opportunity to learn the local faith. And
then this is an effort to improve the water environment.
These are bound to earth activities to improve the
environment in our local community.

When this area was registered as a biosphere reserve,
we had an event to do a radio-based workout, and this
was broadcast on the radio. Some of the local
companies printed the announcement about Odaigahara
Biosphere Reserve designation, on the backside of their
business cards.

And to involve the young generation, in the local
libraries, during the summer vacation, there was a small
event. The children should know about the uniqueness
of this area, so that they can be proud of us as a
biosphere reserve. The schools needed to bring this
kind of a program into their curriculum, so that the
biosphere reserve will be closer to the local community.

Thank you very much.

Satoru Nishide, Japan
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[Chair] Thank you very much. We have common
issues in all of Japan, with an aging population, and
human-wildlife conflict. So these are probably very
common challenges for biosphere reserves in Japan.

We will move to another site, in Aya Town, in
Miyazaki Prefecture.

[i#FR] The next case, Aya Town, in Miyazaki
Prefecture. Kawano Nobuki is the next presenter. Mr.
Kawano, please.

[Nobuki Kawano, Aya Town, Miyazaki(i%%):\')]

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen. I would like to
speak in Japanese.

I am from Aya Town, which is located in Miyazaki
Prefecture. My name is Nobuki Kawano. Today, I want
to talk about the initiatives implemented in Aya Town,
during the past 50 years.

The system map of Aya Town. This is located in the
center of Kyushu region. It has an area of 9500
hectares, and 80% of it is covered by forests. The
population is a bit less than 7300. This is a very small
town.

Before introducing Aya Town, let me briefly talk
about the value system about nature. Many of you
might now that Japan has a lot of forest areas, and is a
very long island, from north to south. Therefore, the
seasons and climate varies depending on the area of
Japan. We also have many different types of trees in
Japan. In Aya Town we have many trees of this kind.
People and trees and forests are living together with
each other, and each area has its own unique culture.

In Aya Town we also have many different cultures
and traditions. Japan is an island country, and many
parts are covered by forest. For this reason, Japanese
people from ancient days believed that every natural
has gods living in it, which is why we have traditions
to respect gods that reside in nature. This applies not
only Aya Town, but other areas in Japan.
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In addition to these values, we have our own unique
food culture. We have developed our unique culture
and traditions in this nature. In the present day, we
have a lot of temples and shrines, and depend very
much on those traditions. In Japan, even if there is a
different situation, because of development, we still
maintain the value of respecting nature. That still flows
in the heart of the Japanese people.

The reason why I introduced the value system of the
Japanese people is that in Aya Town we still have the
largest area of evergreen, deciduous trees. However,
about 50 years ago there was a plan to cut down and
deforest the trees. The local people, back then, thought
they could get income by logging those trees. But the
mayor of the town said that forests are very important,
and instead of aiming for the instant or one time cash,
he said that we should respect and protect nature. With
strong leadership he convinced the local residents, and
protected the forests. So the forests have not been
logged. That was the start of the development of Aya
Town culture. While protecting the environment, how
can they also protect their lives? That is what Mayor
Goda to thought about, and promoted.

Agriculture is very famous in Aya Town, so they
decided to focus on primary industry around
agriculture, and then they expanded the ideas and
initiatives to secondary industries and tertiary
industries. These are pictures about organic agriculture.
And the second thing, they tried to promote tourism,
including accommodation for students.

They also invited companies producing sake, because
they have very pure water. Also they promoted dye
products and woodcrafts. They especially focussed on
agriculture. In Aya Town they have a very unique
certification system.

And in all of Aya Town, the waste is collected and
turned into compost. And that compost is used for
agriculture, to produce vegetables. This is one of the
undertakings to create safe and sustainable circulation
of the agriculture.

Another important initiative in Aya Town is to
protect the forests. This town has the largest area of
deciduous trees. But some of them have been replaced
by artificial planning. So the plan is to reduce the
number of those artificially planted tress, and turn it
back to its original state, and create a green corridor.
That initiative started 10 years ago.

Aya's forests have many different kinds of trees. The
forest agency, in Miyazaki Prefecture, and Aya Town
are owners of these forests. Together with them, the
environmental protection association, and another
group, which aims to protect the environment, came
together to protect the forest, and to revitalize it. They
get together once a month, regularly, to start projects.
In Aya Town we have the largest area of forests. Now,
we have projects to protect and maintain those forests.
Based on those projects, they are trying to revitalize the
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town. Those are the initiatives that have taken place
during the past 50 years. And, in 2012, Aya Town was
certified as a biosphere reserve.

One characteristic of the biosphere reserve is shown
here. Aya Town is the only town in the region where
people are living. There are many stakeholders in
deciduous tree projects. Those people get together in
Aya Town to have meetings. They also have an
advisory board. In addition to that they have a
committee with community members. With the
involvement of all of those groups, they are operating
the Aya Biosphere Reserve. This shows the history of
the initiatives undertaken by Aya Town in the past 50
years.

Things from the forest have been utilized, while they
have been protected at the same time. They have been
utilized to develop their own industry. This is what Aya
Town is doing now.

This is my last slide. The data is a bit obsolete, but
annually, the amount of production is shown here. They
earn 45.7 billion yen from their production. By living
with nature, they are now able to produce this amount
of product. And they have established this system even
before the certification as a biosphere reserve. In this
sense, the Aya Town case was a very successful one.

However, there is one problem. This initiative was
based on the leadership of the previous mayor, and the
current mayor. They took the lead. The people in the
community were convinced and followed them. We
have had great leaders in the past 50 years. But now
we have a challenge to get this passed down to the next
generation, so we can be successful for the coming 50
years as well. That is the biggest challenge that Aya
Town is facing.

Thank you very much for listening, and for inviting
me today.
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[Chair] Thank you very much speakers. Thanks to
your efforts we have enough time for discussion. So if
you have any questions for the speakers, please raise
your hand. We welcome your questions and comments
for the speakers.

[;#3R] Questions in Japanese are OK, but please come
over to the microphone to raise your question in
Japanese.

[Chair] Are there any questions for each other? Please
go ahead and use the microphone.

[Vicky Cadalig-Madangeng, Ifugao State Univeristy,
Philippines]

This is Vicky from the Philippines. I would like to
ask about the groups, for the biosphere training. How
were you able to choose the participants in this training
program.

[Shinsuke Nakamura] I am Shinsuke Nakamura. I am
the first presenter. How did we choose the workshop
participants? It is a very simple answer. It is based on a
face to face relationship. We have had the opportunity
to join several international conferences, and I was able
to meet many people from many countries. For
example I met Phenden from Bhutan at the World
Congress in Lima. And for the panel, I did not meet
directly, but I met the national focal points of their
countries. So I asked them to nominate a suitable
person for this workshop. So they were chosen by their
countries.

[Chair] Thank you. Are there any questions or
comments? Please use the microphone.

[Q] Sorry I could not nparticipate during the
presentations of the BR trainers. But, I would like to
ask all the trainers, just a general question, how do you
think the BR in Hakusan can be suited to be a model,
to be applied in your countries?

[Chair] Is this a question for all the trainees?

[Q] Yes.
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[Chair] 1f you have any comments about the Hakusan
Biosphere Reserve, anyone can answer.

[Ton That Minh] Thank you for your question. As I
mentioned in our presentation, we will bring some
lessons learned, and some achievements from Mount
Hakusan Biosphere Reserve to our countries. But it
depends on each country. There are different things to
apply in our countries. In Vietnam, we need to find out
what do we need for trainers? Not the doctor or
professor, but who has the right experience to be a
trainer, because we will promote the traditional
knowledge. They will be proud with his or her job.
That is the first thing.

The second thing is how to balance natural
conservation with cultural conservation, because both
have a good role in our life. Thank you.

[Chair] Thank you. Any other comments from the
trainees?

[Wimonmart Nuipakdee] In my opinion, I think the
Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve is quite a good
model for my country. We have four biosphere
reserves. They are very old, like Mount Hakusan. We
slept for a long time, but five years ago we woke up, to
try and do something to promote biosphere reserves
again. It looks like the history of Mount Hakusan. And
the innovation, and the geography, are almost the same.
The weather is different, but the topography is almost
the same.

And another thing that is quite important, and can be
a model-Japan has not only good technology, but they
can also balance and conserve the culture, together with
improving technology. They do not forget their roots.
So that is a good model for biosphere reserves, which
we can replicate in our countries as well.

[Chair]
Bhutan?

Thank you Wimonmart. Any comments?

[Phenden Gyamtsho] Thank you Chair. Regarding the
model of Mount Hakusan that we can apply in Bhutan.
First of all, I would like to inform for those participants
who did not listen to our presentation, my name is
Phenden Gyamtsho. I am the national focal person for
Bhutan.

I would say we do not have a single biosphere
reserve in Bhutan. It is fortunate in one way that we do
not have one. At the same time, it is unfortunate. When
I say fortunate, we will not be repeating the bad lessons
that you have learned. It is unfortunate because we are
lagging behind. We have caused so many bad years.
We have not done a lot in this field, which is why we
are lagging behind. But I take more opportunities
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through this line.

Regarding the Mount Hakusan experiences, Bhutan
and Japan really share a lot of similarities with regards
to landscapes, culture, and the way people do things. It
is all similar I think. Whatever the Mount Hakusan
people, whatever activities they do, or carry out, can all
be applied in our country of Bhutan, because of the
similarities in landscape, culture, richness, and what
people do. My presence here in this workshop, and the
in the field workshop, will be of immense help to
Bhutan ; in particular to apply a lot of new knowledge
and skills, for taking up the work for BR nomination.

I would like to thank Japan in particular, and Mount
Hakusan, for having invited us here. Thank you.

[Chair]
Kazakstan?

[Madina Salmenova] 1 think our biosphere reserve
and national parks have similar problems. But, in my
opinion Mount Hakusan is an ideal example for us.
Thank you very much.

Thank you Phenden. Any other comments?

[Chair] Thank you Madina.

[Gal Chinbat] Mongolia is a landlocked country in
Central Asia, with extreme continental climate
conditions. Here, in Hakusan, you have many natural
resources-water, forest, woods. We have limited
resources in Mongolia. Mongolia, since 1990, has been
actively involved in the MAB program. For example, in
Gobi, one biosphere reserve, Great Gobi, there are only
10 or 20 local people living there. Here there are many
local people, and this is a different situation.

[Chair] Thank you Gal.

[Jusman] Thank you very much. Lessons learned
from the Hakusan BR experience can be adopted in my
BR. Maybe I can adapt the experience of Hakusan BR
to my BR in Indonesia. In Indonesia I have 11 BR, and
I hope I can share the experience from the Hakusan
BR. I hope the Japan Government and Hakusan BR can
work with me to balance the nature and sustainable
development.

Thank you very much.

[Chair] Thank you very much Jusman.

Are there any comments for any other biosphere
reserves? You probably did not go to Odaigahara or
Aya, but you have seen the presentations now. If you
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have any comments for the Japanese speakers, please
go ahead. Please use the microphone.

[Q] I am sorry for asking so many questions, but I
am really curious about Odaigahara. I wanted to ask
about the local product that you showed us. Are the
local people consuming them, or are they only being
sold outside the prefecture?

[Satoru Nishide] First, we would like the local people
to know that these kind of products are produced. So
first to the local people. And we would also like to
bring this outside the prefecture. So the starting line is
to communicate about these kinds of products to the
people in the local area. That is the first thing we want
to achieve.

Did I answer your question?

[Q] Just one more question about the riverside
meetings. Could you just say how many times per year
do people gather and make those meetings? Because I
know there is a winter season as well. Can you please
explain about that?

[Satoru Nishide] Typically ever other month. So once
every two months. In our area we do not have snow.
So we can do something anytime during the year. That
might be different from this particular local area.

[Chair] Any other comments or questions?

[Phenden Gyamtsho] Thank you. I would like to ask
one question to the gentleman there. In your
presentation I came to understand that initially the local
people were requesting for the local government to
kickstart logging activity, to create job opportunities in
the local area. But the local government, or mayor I
believe, insisted not to go with that plan, but to
conserve it for the sustainable flow of resources.

I am wondering whether the local people, for the
construction of their houses, building a factory, or other
private facilities, especially for wood, do you allow
them to harvest on a sustainable basis through proper
planning? Or they cannot at all extract the wood
product from that Aya forest area? Can you elaborate
on this? Thank you.

[Chair] Mr. Kawano?

[Nobuki Kawano] As for the logging and forest
resources, in Aya, before the deforestation, or cutting
down plan, the forestry industry was an important
industry for the local community. But, together with the
national trend-how should I explain how the broadleaf
forest was transformed into the artificial forest-this was
the trend nationwide in the 1960 s. But Aya, because of
the rugged topography, the steep mountains, this area
was left unattended. I mean that there was no change to
an artificial forest. Rather than going in that direction,
the mayor wanted to preserve that particular area. And
in other areas, there might be some places that are
alright to log.

That was the kind of discussion and negotiation
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between the local government and Aya Town, and the
national government, how to use the natural resources,
while at the same time preserving it. Having the
monthly meeting among the three parties is how we
evolved, for the reforestation, rather than just cutting
down trees. This is where we are now.

[ Chair] Any other questions or comments?

[Q] 1 want to ask a question to Aya Biosphere
Reserve. You mentioned about ecosystem service. I
want to know, now in Aya Biosphere Reserve do you
implement some kind of payment for ecosystem service
in your area? Or just in the future? I think it is quite
important, if you earn a payment for ecosystem service
in the area. So maybe we can use that as a case study
for our country too.

[Nobuki Kawano] To be frank with you, in Aya
Town, the ecosystem service, we started to look at the
importance of ecosystem service only when we were
registered as a biosphere reserve. And that is how we
started that type of interest. So far nothing is specific,
about how to evaluate the ecosystem services. That is
something we need into dig deeper to into in the future.

[Chair] T have additional comments about payments
for the ecosystem services. Actually the payment for
ecosystem service tax is not formerly introduced in
Japan. But, in some prefectural or local governments
they introduced forest and water resource tax for users
of water. Probably more than 30 prefectural
governments have introduced this tax. This tax is
included in the price of water. And using this income
they plant trees in the watershed, and pay for the
employment of people in rural areas to manage the
forest. This type of tax is already introduced. But the
payment ecosystem services, such as was introduced in
Costa Rica and other countries, has not been introduced
yet in Japan.
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[Professor Hiroyuki Matsuda, Yokohama National
University]

In that case, for Aya, the ecosystem services, this is
is included in the document of Satoyama Satoumi,
global assessment, by the United Nations University.
This is a good case of ecosystem services. This
explains the history of the usage, pattern of ecosystem
services in Aya. And an additional point is usage of
water resources. Another person mentioned some tax of
some water supply. This year, Yokohama City is
having the 100 year anniversary for purchasing an
upstream forest. But, one very famous example is New
York City. It is a similar activity, started in 1990. And
I heard, the day before yesterday, purchased and owned
its own source of the Seine river in 1864. This is a
longer history.

[Chair] Thank you Professor Matsuda.

It is time to close this session. But we have learned
very much. Actually the Japanese biosphere reserve
also slept a long time, since the designation in the 1980
s. But, we suddenly woke up up recently. The
breakthrough was probably Aya town. And after that,
many biosphere reserves extended their coverage, to
add traditional areas. This expansion of the territory of
the biosphere reserves creates an innovation that links
nature and culture, and links conservation and
sustainable development. You participants from the
workshop probably learned a lot about the experience
of Mount Hakusan, because we recently extended the
territory of the biosphere reserve.

And another characteristic of biosphere reserves in
Japan is that we established a committee to collaborate
with and involve the local community, into one system.
In Aya's case, Aya is only one town in the biosphere
reserve that people live in. But in the case of Hakusan
and Odaigahara many municipal governments are
involved in one biosphere reserve system. So it is
probably difficult to establish such a kind of
collaboration organization. But probably this kind of
experience is very beneficial to your biosphere reserver.
Thank you very much for your participation.
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[Mr. Nakamura]

The mission is very simple.

The mission is to wrap up our workshop. What you
have done? What you have seen? What you have
learned? Who you have met? Those people are doing
what? And what did you bring back to your country?

I already mentioned this before, and I believe you
already have something in your mind to say about this.
So I would like to ask all of you one by one. Who shall
we start with?

Maybe in the sitting order? Maybe you can start
shortly, so she can translate easily?

[Mr. Ton That Minh]

My name is Minh, from Vietnam. First of all I would
like to say thank you for inviting us to Japan.

In this workshop we had some achievements and
lessons that I will bring to my country to apply.

The first impression I got was regarding the warmth
of the people involved in your activities, who remain
conscious about being in harmony with nature.

I very much appreciate the friendly activities, because
I feel it will improve the price and quality of the
products.

And the last one is that we will involve the
stakeholder as much as possible, as you do right now,
because in my country it is difficult to involve
stakeholders.

[Mr. Jusman]

Thank you very much. I am Jusman from Indonesia.
(Jusman, Management Coordination Forum of Taka
Bonerate, Kepuluan Selayar Biosphere Reserve)

My biosphere started in 2015. It is 4.3 million
hectares. It has been very interesting to attend. This
opportunity regarding biospheres is very interesting.

I attended to learn about BR and meet the local
people. Very, very interesting. Very harmonious life
with nature.

The culture here is very interesting.

Thank you so much for this opportunity. I hope those
from Hakusan can visit our site. Thank you very much.
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[Ms. Wimonmart Nuipakdee]

I come from Mae Sai, located in Chiang Rai
Province, in the northern part of Thailand.

I appreciate this course. It is very useful. I was very
interested in the way you organized the course. There
are two things I learned that I will bring back to my
country. The first is you engaged the local people as
stakeholders, directly. And the second is that you
organized a very warm atmosphere for the training
course. We woke up everyday and learned about new
things that we did not understand before.

And organizing a course like this, to share the
activities, I think a small group like this is more
efficient.

And another thing is the quality of the details in the
course. The most important is cultural tourism, which
we can adapt in our country. Thai people can use
tourism activities to earn an income.

And the second thing is we can use religion to make
local people motivated to join the projects. And another
thing is youth engagement. But, in this case, it is
different in my country, because here you are facing a
problem with aging. But in my country we faced with a
population increase. While you want the young people
to come back to the villages, for us the first thing we
need to do is educate the young children about
biospheres, in their own country, and how to use
biospheres in a sustainable way.

And we also want to keep in contact with one
participant from your biosphere. It is about curriculum
for students, because we want to setup a curriculum for
students about biospheres.

And the last thing is that our biosphere is 40 years
old, and has slept for a long time. Five years ago we
woke up. And, I think, we can adapt this course in my
country. The opportunity to join this conference is very
good, because in this year we plan to setup a workshop
for researchers in our biosphere, to find the way to
make research for our biosphere, because we have not
done it for a long time.

[Ms. Madina Salmenova)

Madina Salmenova, Altyn Emel (aspiring) Biosphere
Reserve.

Hello, I am Madina from Almaty, Kazakhstan. Thank
you very much for this wonderful workshop.

I think it is a very priceless experience for myself
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and my national park.

I hope that next year we will make a transformation
to a BR reserve.

How Japanese people live, and how they work, is
very interesting for us

Your great management, how you can manage the
work of your biosphere, is very interesting.

In Kazakhstan we cannot do this right now.

It is very hard for us right now.

It is a high target for us.

When I go to my country, I think I will also make a
workshop for our local people.

I will share this experience with our people. I think it
is very interesting and great. We need this experience.

Thank you very much.

[Mr.Phenden Gyamtso]

Good evening. My name is Phenden Gyamtso.
(Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, Royal Government
of Bhutan)

In Bhutan, as of today, we do not have a single
biosphere reserve.

However, in the current 5 year plan we have
researched having at least one biosphere reserve by the
end of 2017.

Looking at how Mount Hakusan biosphere reserve is
functioning I find very interesting. At the same time a
challenging one.

We do have the protected management system in our
country, where almost 51% of the country is under
protected management.

Our protected area system shares similarities.
However, we are hoping to get into the realm of a
second layer of conservation activity.

By getting into the global network of biosphere
reserves we can network at an international level, which
can enhance the knowledge and experiences among the
member countries.

Looking at the overall landscape, particularly in the
local communities, Bhutan shares a lot of similarities
with Japan.

It is a strength to replicate what Japan is doing best.
We can learn so many lessons from Japan.

I was really impressed by the local people-the
interrelationship between the local community and the
authorities. It is exemplary.

In Bhutan we have decentralized power, so that local
communities can decide what they want in terms of
development. And also they can have a say into how
development that is taking place might harm their
future. So we have empowered the local communities as
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well.

The way the communities in Japan continue to live in
harmony with nature, we can also replicate some of
your uniqueness, and modify the way we are doing
things.

In Bhutan, one of the emerging development issues is
youth unemployment.

We also have rural-urban migration.

In Bhutan we are not facing depopulation, but we do
have a lack of enough people in rural areas.

Japan has recently taken up some ways to involve
and engage with youth, as we saw with the young guy
with the food processing unit. These are some of the
examples that we can replicate in Bhutan.

I think I should keep to this. I would like to thank
Japan as a whole, and particularly Hakusan's organizing
team, for inviting us to this fantastic and well organized
workshop. We look forward to attending similar
workshops that can bring all of us together, to share
what we have implemented. Thank you very much.

|

[Mr. Gal Chinbat]

Hello. My name is Gat Chinbat, from Mongolia. (Gal
Chinbat, Ministry of Environment and Tourism,
Government of Mongolia.)

First, 1 would like to introduce my biosphere
research.

Since 1990, Mongolia has been deeply involved in
my program.

We have registered 6 sites in UNESCO's biosphere
research network.

I learned here many
Shirakawa.

The product of the local people, and the natural
wonders, how it affects tourism in Shirakawa.

And I saw how the local people live in this village.

And I learned how to make soba noodles.

After I return I will cook for my wife.

After my return to Mongolia...

Environmental protection should be included in
secondary education. Not only theory, but also practical
lessons.

It is so important in human constitutions.

And T saw here you have many, many natural
resources-forests, water, and food.

For example, in Gobi we have a biosphere reserve. In
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Gobi we only have 10 or 20 nomads. Natural resources
are limited.

In summary I will say thank you for everything.
Thank you for your support.

In Japanese.

[Mr. Shinsuke Nakamura]

Thank you everyone for your constructive comments.

We the organizers...

We are glad to hear you learned many things.

We are planning a lot of activities in the future, in
your countries.

Finally, we would like to have some comments.

Our chairman is Mr. Noriaki Yamada, the elected
mayor of Hakusan City.

He is taking leadership of the seven municipalities as
the chairman of the Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve
Council.
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[Mr. Noriaki Yamada)

Hello everyone.

Thank you for your participation from 6 countries.

I agree with all the points you brought up today in
your comments.

Japan is a part of Asia. So collaboration with Asia,
as suggested by UNESCO, is essential.

As UNESCO has proposed about sustainable
development, I think it is very important for local
government and local people to work together.

Dr. Schlegel has talked about the importance to the
local economy. But if we keep pursuing economy too
much, I do not think it will be too good for the local
community.

Personally, I think the best lecture today was Dr.
Matsuura this afternoon.

He pointed out that we need to preserve the
relationship that allows people and nature to coexist
together.

It is not that we should preserve customs and
traditions, but try to be flexible, and keep harmony
with nature.

It is better to receive the blessing from nature. But
again we should create a community where young
people can live for a long time.

One of the benefits of having this kind of network is
that we can learn about our strengths-what we can be
proud of.

It seems like we are hosting you, but we are not
leaders in this field. We only began our activities this
year.

I hope by continuing to network we can learn from
each other, and improve our biosphere reserves.

I hope you can find your strength when you return
home, and continue your activities.

Please let us know what you do, after you return
home.

Thank you very much.
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[Mr. Shinsuke Nakamura)

Thank you very much.(f1F)

As our chairman mentioned, we
experience.

We think that one of our strengths is cooperation
with the local people.

But we also have many weaknesses.

So we are not the teachers, and you are not the
students.

You will be student and teacher at the same time.
And we will be the teacher and student at the same
time.

We have learned many things from you.

For example, you do not have any challenges in
population.

But you have similar issues.

The young population is going out.

All of these things are big findings for us too.

The same as you, we will work hard for our future.

Before closing...

If some of you would like to say something, I would
like to invite you to take the floor.

[Ms. Wimonmart Nuipakdee]

I would like to create training for the management
side. This has been very helpful for that. Thank you
very much.

Next month I have organized a workshop to show
operational management planning.

Next year, Thailand will be the host of the Southeast
Asia Biosphere Network Meeting.

It is a good opportunity if we have a chance for
UNESCO to organize a training course with someone
from Hakusan Biosphere Reserve, to show how local
people can be engaged with the biosphere reserve. All
Southeast Asian countries can learn, because now only
some countries are doing this. We hope that all
Southeast Asian countries can learn from you.

have some

One more thing. This hotel has been recognized as
having the best service in Japan for the past 36 years.

At the Tokyo Olympic Institute, one lady was
promoting Japan's warm service.

I hope you can come back to Noto and Hakusan.

Thank you.
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[Mr.Phenden Gyamtso]

Thank you Thailand for sharing this very good news.

As 1 mentioned earlier, since Bhutan has no
experience with biosphere management planning
implementation, so I will keep in constant contact with
everyone. So I hope you will not get irritated when I
send you many emails.

I look forward to the strong support from everyone
here. And at the same time, all those countries who are
not here as well.

We will also look towards how Mount Hakusan's
experts can help Bhutan.

Lastly, this workshop is an eye opening experience
for Bhutan.

I would like to thank Japan and Mount Hakusan very
much.

[ ] Before wrapping up I would like to ask you
for a favor.(%%)

[ ] Actually T made this paper this morning,
during a discussion with Yoshihiko.

[Mr. Shinsuke Nakamura)

As we have heard in the session, you have learned
many things.

And you have many future plans.

But we need to write them down, to remember them

[Explanation on the report submission]

Thank you for all of your cooperation for our
workshop.

We would now like to wrap up this session, and
close this workshop.(¥1F)
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Madina Salmenova, Kazakhstan
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Takayama City

Regional Development Association of Shokawa town

- We were able to learn some aspects of the current situation in
other BRs.

- We were able to introduce Shokawa area to the Asian BR
practitioners (Shokawa soba noodles, a university-community
partnership conservation effort of the Asian skunk cabbage :
Lysichiton camtschatcense, Shokawa's doburoku or unrefined
sake, local cuisine, and the Shokawa Cherry Tree).

- We were able to introduce Shokawa's doburoku to Mr. Gal
Chinbat whose family runs a wholesale business of alcoholic
drinks in Mongolia.

- Practitioners were interested in the story behind the transplant
of the Shokawa Cherry Tree and in the movement to grow the
second generation of the tree. Mr. Ton That Minh from
Vietnam was especially interested in the Shokawa Cherry
Tree.

- Due to the language barriers, it was sometimes difficult to
communicate smoothly.

- There were some other places we wanted to show to the
practitioners, but unfortunately we couldn't due to the time
constraints.

Gujo City

Mr. Akihide Hirano

- The guests who were in the key positions of administrative

bodies asked many questions, showing the great enthusiasm.

- We talked about many of our efforts but it would have been
nice if we could also hear about their activities.

- We were, however, able to sit around the same table,
exchange ideas and build a close relationship.

- I hope people from the Mount Hakusan BR could visit them

in return in the future.

Mr. Keita Kawada

- It was stimulating to communicate with people from countries
I seldom meet.

- They asked so many questions about Itoshiro. I was happy to
learn about their deep interest in our community.

- I was glad that they also asked a lot about the management of
the food processing association and thought empathetically
about the future of our business.

- It was also inspiring to hear about the food processing in
other countries.

- It is encouraging to have colleagues who also keep trying in
other own countries regardless of their nationalities or ethnic

backgrounds.

Shirakawa Village

Mr. Toshiyuki Yamada, Director General of the Toyota

Shirakawa-Go Eco-Institute
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- Participants were highly interested in the conservation of
natural environment and they were enthusiastic during the tour
of the Toyota Shirakawa-Go Eco-Institute to learn about its
programs and management situation.

- They also had interest in the efforts of incorporated non-profit

organizations.

Mr. Keita Matsumoto, Administrative Staff of the Village

Education Board

- During their visit to the Historic Villages of Shirakawa-go, a
world cultural heritage site, they attentively listened to my
explanation and understood our efforts.

- The tour exceeded the scheduled time because of their interest
in plants such as persimmon and chestnut trees. I wish they

had had a little more time to relax.

Mr. Masato Wada, Chair of the Association for the Preservation
of the Natural

Environment of the Shirakawa Ogimachi

Settlement

- The participants learned about the features of Gassho-style
structure and the history of sericulture, and showed a great
interest.

- I hope people like them will play active roles back home and

promote the BR activities globally.

Mr. Kazuya Iwamoto, Director of the Tourism Promotion

Division of Shirakawa Village

- All of the participants had a strong interest in Japan and the
Mount Hakusan BR, and they were eager to learn.

- They had workshops on the first day in Shokawa and Itoshiro,
but in Shirakawa Village, they strolled around the world
heritage site and did some shopping at a roadside station
which may have been relaxing and enjoyable.

- Japanese anime and sumo are popular in the Asian countries
and these were good ice-breaking topics during the friendly

interaction at dinner.

Responses by the guests from Japan

Mr. Satoru Nishide (Mount Odaigahara, Mount Omine
& Osugidani Biosphere Reserve)

- By joining the global network, we begin to understand our
own BRs better (ex. effective management tactics and
purposes of BR designation).

- It would have been nice to learn more about the efforts in line
with the basic BR principles in the participants' BRs and areas
in charge (I regret personally for my poor language ability.
All T needed to do was ask them.)

- I saw some photos of Bhutan and Thailand. The landscapes
were very similar to those of Japan. It was surprising to learn
that the concept of satoyama, which was actively discussed at
the international conference, was widely known beyond

expectation. The local residents, however, don't consider their
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day-to-day lives to be precious because they are too ordinary
for them. So those who understand the preciousness, such as
government officials and researchers, are trying to raise

awareness by means of workshops and tourism.

- As I mentioned in my presentation on our BR, we also think

that continuing small efforts, such as the meetings at riverside
to elicit perspectives from the local residents, is essential. In a
way, "more haste, less speed." I reaffirmed the importance of
modest but long lasting efforts instead of starting with big

projects.

Mr. Nobuki Kawade (Aya Biosphere Reserve)

- The participants from other countries' BRs were in the

positions representing the national governments or institutions,
which was surprisingly very different from Japan. Put simply,
I felt that we actually needed that level of human resources,
manpower and financial support for the administration and
management of BRs. Frankly speaking, I sometimes envy the
situation in other countries' BRs that national institutions lead
the BR initiative.

- It seems that the BR situation in Japan is unique from a

global perspective (both in good and bad ways), so I think it
is more important for Japan, including the national
government, municipalities and other people involved, to learn

more about BRs in other countries.

-1 was able to be exposed to different cultures through

international exchange, which was very fruitful.

- If possible, I hope more people, not only myself, who are

involved with BRs can have more opportunities to have this

kind of experience.
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